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Jesus said ‘I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.’ John 10:10 

 

Introduction: 

 Mobile phones, tablets and other personal electronic devices  (including smart watches) have 

become widely available and accessible to pupils.  

 

St Thomas’ C of E Academy accepts that personal mobile phones, smart watches and tablets can 

be given to pupils by their parents/carers to ensure their safety and personal security but 

understands that, if in school, such devices pose inherent safeguarding  risks and may jeopardise 

the learning environment.  

 

As a school, we must strike a balance between personal safety and a suitable educational setting. 

We understand that, as they move into upper Key Stage 2 and develop more independence, 

parents/carers may wish for their child to carry a mobile phone for their personal safety, whilst 

pupils may wish to bring additional devices to school for other reasons. Therefore, we have a 

policy in place to ensure appropriate use. 

 

Acceptable use 

 

Pupils in Years 5 and 6 bringing mobile phones/personal electronic devices into school must 

make their parents aware of this. Devices brought into school by Year 5 and 6 pupils are to be 

switched off at the school gates and stored in the main school office during the school day. 

No other pupils should be bringing devices to school unless there are exceptional 

circumstances.  

 

Unacceptable use  

 

Personal electronic devices ( including smart watches) must not be used in any manner or place 

that is disruptive to the normal routine of the school, or in a manner that may offend or cause 

upset or breach safeguarding.   

Children younger than Year 5 are not permitted to bring personal electronic devices into 

school under any circumstance, unless express permission is granted by the Principal or 

there is an exceptional circumstance.   

  

Unless express permission is granted by a member of staff, pupil mobile phones/personal devices 

will not be used to perform any of the following activities whilst on school grounds, this 

includes before and after school:  

 

• Make phone or video calls  

• Send text messages, WhatsApp messages, iMessages or emails  

• Access social media  

• Play games  

• Watch videos  

• Take photographs or videos  

• Use any other application during school lessons and other educational and pastoral 

activities  



 

 

Mobile phones/personal devices are not permitted to be used by pupils in the school building, 

this includes between lessons and during break and lunchtimes. The school will, however, 

consider the risks that may be posed to pupils who do not have access to their mobile phone e.g. 

when organising travel home at the end of the school day.  

 

This also includes after school events when the children are in care of school staff, including 

school discos and residentials. No personal electronic device are permitted in these 

circumstances for any age of pupil.  

 

Searching pupils  

 

School pupils have a right for their private life to be respected under Article 8 of the European 

Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). This right is not absolute, and the school can interfere with 

this right as long as it is justified, proportionate, and aligns with the powers to search in the 

Education Act 1996. 

 

 Any required searches will be conducted in line with the school’s Safeguarding Policies and 

relevant Government Guidance/ Legislation.   

 

The Principal, and other authorised staff members, will have the power to search a pupil or their 

possessions where they have reasonable grounds to suspect tat a pupil is in possession of a 

prohibited item.  

Mobile phones, smart watches and similar devices will be deemed as prohibited items that may 

be searched for in line with school policy. 

 

Sanctions 

 

Mobile phones and personal devices will be confiscated if they are seen, heard or used during the 

school day or in staff lead after school events, unless a pupil has been given direct permission. 

The Principal can determine the length of time they deem proportionate or confiscation.  

 

Any pupil caught acting in a manner that contradicts this policy, will have their mobile phone/ 

personnel device confiscated. Confiscated items will be locked away securely in with their 

Principals office or the front office. Confiscated devices will have to be collected by the pupils 

parents/carer. 

 

Liability and Loss/Damage  

• Devices are brought at owner’s risk  

• School is not liable for loss, theft, or damage  

• Pupils are responsible for securing devices  

• Staff may confiscate devices in line with behaviour policy 

Further information and support 

 

Appendix 1 and 2 are tips for parents and carers around the use of smart phones and personal 

electronic devices.  

 



For more information, visit https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-

safety/children-phones-online-safety/  
 

 

Mobile phone safety is everyone’s responsibility. We thank you for working with us to 

protect children and encourage a safe, healthy use 
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APPENDIX 1 

 
 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 2 

 


