Dear Parents,

As we reach the end of another busy and successful half
term, | would like to thank all of our children, staff and

families for their continued hard work and support.
With the sunny weather making an appearance, we are all
looking forward to a well-earned break and some time to
relax and recharge. We hope everyone enjoys the
sunshine safely and returns refreshed for the final half
term of the year.

A special well done must go to our Year 6 pupils, who
completed their SATs last week with maturity, resilience
and positivity. We are incredibly proud of the effort they

have shown, not just during the tests themselves but

throughout the whole year. They approached the week
with confidence and determination, and they should all
feel very proud of themselves.
Thank you again for your ongoing support, and we wish
you all a happy and restful half term.
Mrs Pierpoint

Friday 22nd May 2026
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‘Learning for life with Jesus’

Dates for your diary:

Mon 137 April

School opens for staff and children - Summer term

Mon 13 April

Year & MH5T workshops begin

Thurs 16™ 4 pril

Fire Service visiting Year 1 and £

Tues 21%" April

Year 2 trip to Hoo oo and Dinosaur World

Mon 27th April

Year 4 trip to Chester oo

Mon 1™ May

Year 6 3ATs begin todoy

Thurs 14™ Moy

Lost day of Year & 5ATs

Fri 15T Mo Year 6 coffee morning & 5ATs celebration
Monday 25" May - Friday 29™ May Half term
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Tues 2™ June Eco Council visit o Harper Adams University Farm
Wed 3™ June Year 6 trip to Alton Towers

Fridey 5 June

PSA Summer Fair

Man 8™ Tune

Year 1 Phonics screening check begins this week

Mon Bth Tune

Year 1 trip to Monchester Airport

Wed 10 Jure - Fri
12th June

Year 3 residential trip to Dove Dale

Mon 15 Tune

Year O closs individual leavers photos

Thurs 18™ June

Year 4 music concert af the Victoria Hall

Thurs 18™ June

Year 4 Might under the stars camp out

Fri 19t JTune Father's Day breakfast

Mon 22 Tune Class photographs (Mot jng Year 6)

Thurs 25 June Sports day

Wed 157 July Mew Reception Teddy Bear's picnic (20262027 cohort)
Mon 29™ Ture - The Kings transition days (Year 6)

Thurs 2™ July

Tues 30™ Ture Mew to Early Years Parent information evening Gpm
Tues 71" July K52 SATS results

Wed 8" July Year & show 1:30pm and &pm

Wednesday 8™ July End of yvear reports to go home

Thurs 3F July Year & show Gpm

Wed 15™ Juby Year 6 Prom 6:30-8pm

Wednesday 15 End of year drop in for reports discussions - to be
July prebocked if needed.

Thurs 16™ July

Whole school end of year celebration assemblby (Mot ¥6)

- Porents welcome

Fri 17" July

Year 6 Leaver's assembhy 1:30pm - Parents welcome
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SHINE workshops

'We would wormby like to invite porents and
carers imfo school to learn alongside your child.
Following the success of our SHINES we would

likz to lounch our swmmer term SHIME
workshops - all of our Sumpes terms events will
have o Veor of reading theme

Fleose come into schood for o fun filled ard
crentive afternoon, where you con work

alomgside your child and leorn new shills,

All of these sessiors will start ot 2:00pm
ared finish ot 3:15pm. All sessons will be
keld im schoal,

Dates:

Monday 20™ April Year 5§
Wednesday 29" April Year 4
Mondoy 18" May Yeor I
Monday 17 June Wear 3
Monday ™ June Mursery
Monday 15" Jume Reczption
Maonday 29™ June Year 2
Maonday 6™ Juby Year 6

Were

supporting the

H-um:mnl ear
rRead

2020

m.s'pire sesslons at St Thomas’ Chureh.

2:00pm - 3:00pm at St Thomas' Church  We are really delighted 1o be continueng 1o work alongdsde Reverend

Dotes: Baker from 5t Thomas' church, We want to support children in their
Tuesday 4™ November Year 3 speritual development and continue Learning for Lifie with Jesus
Tuesday 25 Mowvember Year 5
Tuesdoy 27 January Year & Following the great success of our Inspere workshops last yeor, each
Tuesday 3™ March Year 4 class will be spending an af terncon at 5t Thomas' fo deepen Their
Tuesday 28 April Year 2 speritual understanding and ergoge in fun craft-based activities around
Tuesday 23™ June Yeor 1 seripture lead by Reverend Baker and their class tencher,
Tuesday 7™ July Nursery
4 Reception together in school We would love parents/ corers/ grandparents
to join us for our Inspire workshop. Please come
and work alongside us as we follow Jesus' path
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‘Learning for life with Jesus’

! f St Thosas

Every Fridoy morning ot Som we hove o worship in schoal led
by Reverend Iain or Tom from 5t Thomos' Church, We warmby
invite all porents/orondporents) carers! parish members to
join us every wezk.

Eoch week o different clags or school group will also be joimng
the coffee morning to show you some of their learming ond
share things they are proud of

Everyone i welcome to every worship and coffes morning - we

hope to See everyone soon

Dotes: Summer 1

Friday IT™ April School council/RRSA

Fridmy 24™ April Yeor 3

Friday I Moy Mursery

Fridoy 8™ Moy Reczption

Fridoy I5™ Moy Year 6 Fost SATS

Friday 22* May SEMDSMHST

Botes: Summer &

Friday 57 Jume Year 2

Fridaoy 12™ June YWeanr 4

Fridoy [9™ June Fother's Doy breakfast

Friday 26™ Jure Yaar 5

Fridmy 3™ July Fra Council

Fridoy 0™ Juby Meet our Eovernors and Y1 coffes
morring

Friday I7™ Juby

Year & leover's worship af ternoon




Term dates 2025/2026

Autumn Term 2025

INSET DAYS Monday 15! and Tuesday 2" September 2025

Autumn Term One  Wednesday 3¢ September — Friday 24" October 2025
Half Term Monday 27" October 2025~ Friday 315t October 2025
Autumn Term Two  Monday 4™ November 2025 - Friday 19'" December2025
INSET DAY Friday 14" November 2025

Holiday Monday 22" December 2025 — Friday 2"d January 2026

Spring Term 2026

Spring Term One Monday 5" January 2026 - Friday 13'" February 2026
Half Term Monday 16 February - Friday 20" February 2026
INSET Monday 23" February 2026

Spring Term Two Monday 23™ February 2026 - Friday 27'" March 2026

INSET Friday 20" March 2026

Holiday Monday 30" March 2026 - Friday 10™ April 2026




Term dates 2025/2026

Summer Term 2026

Summer term one  Monday 13 April 2026 - Friday 22" May 2026
May Day Monday 4" May 2026

Half Term Monday 25" May 2026 - Friday 29'" May 2026
Summer term two  Monday 1% June 2026 - Friday 17" July 2026
INSET DAY Monday 20 July 2026 (Twilights)

Summer Holiday Tuesday 215! July 2026 — Monday 315! August 2026

(2026/2027 academic year commences on Tuesday 15! September 2026)




Term dates 2025/2026

Summer Term 2026

Summer term one  Monday 13 April 2026 - Friday 22" May 2026
May Day Monday 4" May 2026

Half Term Monday 25" May 2026 - Friday 29'" May 2026
Summer term two  Monday 1% June 2026 - Friday 17" July 2026
INSET DAY Monday 20 July 2026 (Twilights)

Summer Holiday Tuesday 215! July 2026 — Monday 315! August 2026

(2026/2027 academic year commences on Tuesday 15! September 2026)




Term dates 2026/2027

Autumn Term 2026
INSET DAYS Tuesday 1* and Wednesday 2" September 2026
Autumn Term One  Thursday 3" September 2026 — Friday 23" October 2026
INSET DAY Thursday 22" and Friday 23" October 2026
Half Term Monday 26" October 2026 Friday 30'" October 2026

Autumn Term Two  Monday 2™ November 2026 — Friday 18" December2026
Holiday Monday 21* December 2026 - Friday 1% January 2027

Spring Term 2027

Spring Term One Monday 4™ January 2027 — Friday 12*" February 2027
Half Term Monday 15" February - Friday 19" February 2027
INSET Monday 22" February 2027

Spring Term Two Monday 22™ February 2027 — Thursday 25 March 2027
Holiday Friday 26™ March 2027 - Friday 9" April 2027

Summer Term 2027

Summer term one  Monday 12" April 2027 — Friday 28" May 2026
May Day Monday 3" May 2027

Half Term Monday 31% May 2027 - Friday 4™ June 2027
Summer term two  Monday 7" June 2027 — Wednesday 21° July 2027
INSET DAY Wednesday 21°' July 2027

Summer Holiday Commences Thursday 22" July 2027




ABSENCE = LOST OPPORTUNITY

Did You Know... ?

If Your Child’s Attendance Your Child Would Have Lost or They Would Have
During the School Year... Approximately... Missed Approximately...

was 95% 9 Days from School 50 Lessons
was 90% 19 Days from School 100 Lessons

was 85% 29 Days from School 150 Lessons
was 80% 38 Days from School 200 Lessons
was 75% 48 Days from School 250 Lessons

Getting Your Child to School Really Matters

Getting Your Child to School Really Matters

Did You Know...?

In a School Year, if Your Your Child Would Have Lost or They Would Have
Child is Late Every Day By...  Approximately... Missed Approximately...

5 Minutes 3.5 Days from School 20 Lessons
10 Minutes 7 Days from School 41 Lessons

15 Minutes 10 Days from School 55 Lessons
20 Minutes 14.5 Days from School 82 Lessons
30 Minutes 22 Days from School 123 Lessons

Please Encourage Punctuality to Maintain Attendance




Sip and support drop
ins

St Thomas’ now offer droplin'sessions.in
school wihere parents andicaiersican
speak to our Education Mental Health
Practitioner about any concerns or
questions they have. This may include
questions around behaviour, diet, sleep,
~_routines, mental health and support
When: services available.

Fri 17th April 9:30am
Fri 15™ May 9:30am
Fri 12" June 9: 30a
Fri 10™ July 9:30am

Hannah will' be available in the Haven for
a chat during the coffee morning on the
above dates. Everyone welcome!
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THURSDAY 25TH JUNE 202¢ 0
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EYFS:

9:15am - 10:15am

Key Stage 1 (Year1and Year 2):

10:30-11:30

Key Stage 2 (Y3,Y4,Y5,Y6):

13:30-15:00



» EXTREME READING
% x COMPETITION! . a

--—"""—-_-_-_——___ - .
Get ready for some EXTREME READING Fun:

Send in your EXTREME READ

by S5th June 2024

-
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Father’s day breakfast

Friday 19" June

) % (ﬁ More details about how

N~ to book to follow. 2 Q
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SUMMER Fpjp

Friday 5 June from 3:30pm

Please come along and support our PSA
summer fair!

More information will follow shortly.

We are always
looking for help
on the PSA.
Could you spare
some time to
help organise and
host amazing
events for our
school?




as CofE Primary Acay
q ﬁtThﬂm invites you to our Y

. WEDNESDAY MONDAY !
. 6TH MAY i 29TH JUNE !
A Y i
. 2.00-3.000m |fi 9.15-10.15AM |
A relaxed and welcoming morning / afternoon
for parents, carers, babies and toddlers.

Come for a cuppa, a chat

and meet other local families!
;}-‘ ®

. EVERYONE RELAX, CHAT, BABY & TODDLER W
y WELCOME! CON HECT FRIENDLY

Al parents, carers Maka e Friands, Toys availsbie srd &

Peptegr anal Tosticllary nhare s sy sale space for bethe

B e G and enpoy & cuppa, oy 1D play

GOOD COMPANY.
WARM DRINKS.

HAPPY LITTLE ONES
v

We can't wail to see yow there! v



Safety first !

Y S IIITTID.

We have recently been made aware of reports
where 'squishy’ type toys have burst causing burns
and injuries to children. The fidget tools we provide

in school are from specific school-approved
suppliers.
It is important that children do not bring their own
fidgets or squishy toys into school for their own
safety and the safety of others around them.
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POLITE
REMINDER

To Reep everyone safe in school,
visitors must not give access to other
visitors by pressing the green buzzer
at the main entrance.

It is important that only members of
staff open the door from the office.

Thank you for your understanding.




A big well done to our Year 3/4 football team! &

The children represented the school brilliantly at
their football league and every single player
showed brilliant determination, teamwork,
resilience and sportsmanship from start to finish.

We are incredibly proud of the effort,
encouragement and positive attitudes the
children showed throughout the competition.
They supported one another brilliantly, kept
smiling and gave their very best in every match.

4



Everyone at St Thomas’ wants to give Harry a massive
WELL DONE for taking part in the Killer Mile last week!

X

Harry, you absolutely smashed it, completing the mile
in just 7 minutes. What an amazing achievement! We
are all so proud of your determination and effort.




1 ur fabulous
-amazing disco for
, children!

out our brilliant parent
lunteers, events like this would
" notbe possible.

If you can help at any PSA events,
please let us know. We would love

your help! &



MOONEGHTWALK
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.Stéff‘frﬂm S_‘rl;,fhﬁmas' will take partin a
10 mile walk to raise much needed funds
' fora chaifty close to our hearts.

Plea_se:giﬁnate anything you can which
will help DougieMac provide specialist
care services to local adults, young
adults and children living with life-
limiting illnesses

https://WwW_ justgiving.Comy/pe
with-memories?

utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL




Now the weather is improving

please can we ensure that every
child:

@ Brings a water bottle to school every day

@ Has asun hat to wear outside

@/ Has suncream applied in the morning
before school

SUNSCREEN

50 +.

uvs+Uuva
PA++++



W QPERATION
NCOMPASS

‘ o .
We are an Operation Encompass School 9

For further information, please come and see us.




Linked [}

//DID YOU
KNOW WE

ARE ON
LINKEDIN?

https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-
thomas%E2%80%99-cofe-primary-

academy/



https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-thomas%E2%80%99-cofe-primary-academy/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-thomas%E2%80%99-cofe-primary-academy/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-thomas%E2%80%99-cofe-primary-academy/
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. FREE SCHOOL
~ MEALS
ELIGIBILITY

Your child may be eligible for FREE SCHOOL
MEALS if you receive any of the following:

[¥ Income support [« ESA

[¥ Jobseeker's [V The guaranteed element of
Allowance Pension Credit

[ Child taxcredit [ Universal Credit

[V Working tax credit
run-on

If you believe that you are eligible, please tell the school! Tl']'ref.'
Spires
DID YOU KNOW? The school receives additional funding for children A

who are in receipt of free school meals.

If you think you might be eligible, please apply via
the link below or speak to the office and we can
happily help.

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/schools-and-
learning/financial-support-school/free-school-
meals/applying-free-school-meals



Mental Health Awareness Week occurs
every year in May and is an ideal time for
us all to think about mental health, tackle

stigma, and discuss how we can create

school environments that protect our
mental wellbeing.

RIGHTS
RESPECTING
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HEALTH, = B

WATER, FOOD, unicef &
EH"IHUHMEHT UNITED EINGDOM U

™ r'h I!:.
B
[T -IE




Heavenly Father,
Thank you for all we have shared and achieved
together this half term.

As we enjoy a time of rest, sunshine and family, help
us to stay safe, joyful and kind to one another.
Bless our school community and guide us in all that
we do.

May we return refreshed and ready to continue
learning, growing and shining your light.

Amen.
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