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	-What is my child learning in Year 1…
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	School Values 
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	This half term, our school value is celebration. We will explore what it truly means to celebrate and the importance of this value in our daily lives. Through engaging stories and interactive activities, the children will learn about the joy of recognising achievements, special moments, and the successes of themselves and others. We will discuss real-life scenarios where celebration is important, such as appreciating friends, family, teamwork, and personal progress. By understanding and practising celebration, the children will build a positive mindset, foster happiness, and learn how to share joy with those around them.

	RE [image: ]
	In RE this term, we are exploring the concepts of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and why they are important to Jewish children. The central question guiding our learning is, "Are Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur important to Jewish children?" We will look at key aspects of both festivals, including their traditions, rituals, and significance within Jewish life. Through storytelling, discussion, and hands-on activities, we will help the children understand how Jewish children observe these important holy days, and why they are special and meaningful times for families. This topic will allow the children to gain insight into the themes of reflection, forgiveness, and renewal in the Jewish faith.

	English
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	This term, Year 1 will explore postcards and setting descriptions through interactive activities. Using Meerkat Mail as inspiration, the children will create their own postcards, imagining they are writing from different places just like Sunny the meerkat. They will learn how to share information about the places they visit and practice writing clear, friendly messages. After this, the children will work on setting descriptions, using sensory language to describe the different locations in the story. Through these creative activities, they will practice using capital letters, full stops, and finger spaces, while also improving their phonics and spelling skills. This hands-on approach will engage the children creatively, helping them develop both their writing and descriptive skills!

	Reading
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	This term, we’ll dive into a range of lovely books during story times, creating a love for reading and building our storytelling skills.
In our guided reading sessions, we’ll explore stories in depth, focusing on key reading skills with the help of The Reading Dogs. Predicting Pip will help us make guesses about what might happen next, while Inference Iggy will guide us to think about the deeper meanings in the text. We’ll also meet Retrieval Rex, who will teach us how to find answers in the text, Sequencing Suki, who will help us order events logically and Vocabulary Victor, who helps us understand the meaning of words and why it was used.
We will be continuing our reading groups. Children will work in small groups with an adult to read and discuss texts that are carefully matched to their reading level. These sessions will help to develop their confidence, fluency, and understanding of what they read. Through group discussion and targeted support, children will practise key skills such as decoding unfamiliar words, improving expression, answering questions about the text, and sharing their ideas
We will also be continuing with our SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time), a 20-minute reading session for each year group which will take place in our new school library. This has already become a cherished and, for many, favourite part of the week.  

	Maths
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	Number Skills:
In Maths, we are focusing on:
· Multiplication and Division (Group and Share): The children will explore multiplication and division concepts, focusing on the 2, 5, and 10 times tables. Learn to group (e.g., 4 groups of 2) and share (e.g., 8 cookies between 2 people). 
· Fractions: Learn about halves and quarters (e.g., cut a cake into 2 or 4 pieces).
· Position and Direction: Learn directions like left, right, up, down. Practice moving in these directions.
· Place Value (within 100): Understand tens and ones in numbers up to 100. Compare, partition, order, one more and one less
· Money: Learn to recognise coins and notes. Practice counting money, unitising.
· Time: Tell the time to the hour and half-hour. Understand times for daily routines (e.g., "What time is lunch?")
KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts): I know number bonds for each number up to 10 and I can tell the tie to the nearest half an hour.
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	In science, we are learning about animals, including humans. The children will explore how to classify a variety of animals into groups such as mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, and amphibians by looking at their unique features. They will learn to identify and name different animals, understanding what makes each group special. We will also discover the habitats where these animals live and how they adapt to survive in their environments. This topic helps the children develop observation skills and a deeper appreciation for the diversity of animal life.
Seasonal Changes: Summer (Physics)
· Summer Season: Explore the changes that happen in summer, such as the weather getting warmer and the days being longer.
Understand how the weather affects living things like plants and animals

	Geography [image: ] 
	What is it like to live in Shanghai?
• Learning About Shanghai: Shanghai is a large, bustling city in China. We will explore what life is like for the people who live there, looking at both the human and physical features of the city.

• Human Features: Learn about the buildings, transport systems, and the busy streets of Shanghai. We will discover how people live, work, and travel in this vibrant city.

• Physical Features: Explore the natural landscape around Shanghai, including the Huangpu River and nearby parks. We will learn how the city’s location affects life there and how people interact with their environment.
This topic will help children understand the differences and similarities between life in Shanghai and their own communities.

	Computing
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	In Year 1 Computing, the children will learn about coding and it will introduce them to basic instructions to control objects or characters. Lastly, they'll discover how technology is used outside school in everyday life, such as at home or in shops.

	PE
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	In PE, Year 1 will focus on athletics and striking and fielding. In athletics, children will practise fundamental movement skills such as running, jumping and throwing through a range of simple, fun challenges. During striking and fielding, they will learn basic skills such as throwing, catching, aiming and striking a ball using a variety of equipment. These activities will help develop teamwork, coordination, motor skills and confidence through active and engaging games.
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	In Music, Year 1 will explore the theme "Under the Sea" through a unit on Musical Symbols. They will explore and use musical symbols while experimenting with instrumental, vocal, and body percussion sounds to represent life under the sea. This unit encourages creativity and helps deepen their understanding of how music can be used to tell a story or create a mood, without the pressure of a final performance.

	PSHE
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	Changing Me
The children will learn about how they and others grow and change over time. They will explore differences between babies, children, and adults, and understand some basic facts about growth and change. The children will discuss feelings associated with change and learn to appreciate themselves as they grow. They will also focus on understanding how to look after themselves and feel positive about the changes they experience. This topic supports children in building confidence and a healthy sense of self as they develop.
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	In Art, Year 1 will focus on a Chinese Art Study. The children will explore traditional Chinese art techniques, including brush painting, calligraphy, and the use of bold colours and patterns. They will learn about the cultural significance of symbols and imagery in Chinese art, such as dragons, lanterns, and cherry blossoms. Through a variety of creative activities, the children will develop their painting, drawing, and pattern-making skills while gaining an appreciation for art from a different culture.

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
Friday 5th June: summer fayre
Monday 8th June: Phonics screen checks start this week
Monday 8th June: Year 1 trip to Manchester airport
Friday 19th June: Father’s Day breakfast
Monday 22nd June: Class photos
Tuesday 23rd June: INSPIRE
Thursday 25th June: Sports day
Thursday 16th July: Whole school end of year celebration assembly


	Homework



	. We ask that reading is completed 3-5 times a week at home too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Books will be changed once a week.
. Our PE days will be Tuesdays and Fridays this term.




	
	
	



image1.jpeg




image2.png




image3.jpeg




image4.png




image5.jpeg




image6.png
E\ﬂu

&’ %




image7.jpeg




image8.png




image9.jpeg
6123
4567
891735




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg
@O’ e
OPE@)




image14.png




image15.png




image16.jpeg
\,g




image40.png




image17.png
CofE PRIMARY ACADEMY

Learning for life with Jesus

2 St. Thomas
T




image170.png
CofE PRIMARY ACADEMY

Learning for life with Jesus

2 St. Thomas
T




