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	 What is my child learning in Year 5…
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	School Values 
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	Here at St Thomas’, we fulfil our mission of ‘Learning for Life with Jesus’ at every opportunity. Underpinning this are our 5 school values of: thankfulness, fairness, trust, celebration and forgiveness. 

This half term we will focus on the value of Celebration

	RE
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	In RE this half term, Year 5’s topic is ‘What does it mean if God is holy and loving? What kind of king was Jesus?’
Throughout the term, we will be reading stories, prayers, poems and letters from people who claim to know God personally such as David, Isiah and John.
The children will reflect on their own guidelines for living too.

	English
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	Book focus: 
In English, we will be focusing on “Rooftoppers” by Katherine Rundell.

When Sophie, a bright- eyed twelve-year-old who was rescued as a baby in a cello case, learns that the welfare agency is about to send her away form her guardian, the eccentric book-loving Charles, she decides to chase the one clue she has – a mysterious address in Paris that might lead her to her long-lost mother.
She darts across the Channel, lands in the glittering maze of Parisian rooftops and instantly finds herself in the company of Matteo, a quick-witted rooftop boy and his “Rooftoppers” – a rag-tag crew of children who have turned the city’s hidden lofts, chimneys and secret tunnels into a thriving sky-high community.

In writing, Year 5 will be writing narratives with a dialogue focus, working hard to show characterisation through their use of speech. They will also be writing newspaper articles highlighting their adventures on our residential in the Peak District. 

	Reading
[image: Stack Of Books - Book Reading Clipart, HD Png Download - kindpng]
	In reading, Year 5 will be using our class text to further a number of skills including their knowledge of:

· Vocabulary – Looking at what the word means.
· Inference – Use clues in the text to help you.
· Predicting – What may happen next?
· Retrieval – Finding facts and key details.
· Sequencing – Putting events in order
· Summarising- Finding the main points.
· Comparing/ Contrasting- commentating on what is happening and discussing the content.

We will also be continuing with our SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time), a 20 minute reading session for each year group which will take place in our new school library. This has already become a cherished and, for many, favourite part of the week.  

	Maths
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	In maths, Year 5 will be covering the following topics:
· Perimeter
· Statistics 
· Area
· Negative numbers
· Converting numbers
· Volume
We will also be completing Fluent in 5 every afternoon for 5 minutes after lunch. Our Key Instant Recall fact topic of the half term is ‘I can recall  square numbers to 12 and their square roots’. 
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	Year 5’s topic in Science will be Reproduction.  Please note – this topic covers sensitive topics however this is statutory learning on the national curriculum for science. These lessons are compulsory for all children in Year 5. If you have any questions or would like to discuss this, please send me a message on class dojo. Thank you. 
Sexual reproduction in mammals
Reproductive parts in plants
Pollination
Asexual reproduction
Cloning plants


	Geography
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	Would you like to live in the desert?
This term, children will explore the fascinating world of deserts through our Geography topic, Would You Like to Live in the Desert? Pupils will investigate where hot deserts are found around the world and learn about the key characteristics of desert biomes. They will locate major deserts on each continent and study the Mojave Desert in more detail, including how it is used by people and how it differs from the UK, such as having a different time zone.
Children will learn about the physical features of deserts, how humans use desert environments, and the benefits and challenges of living in these extreme climates. They will also explore how human activity can affect desert landscapes and contribute to climate change, as well as the threats facing desert environments today.
Throughout the topic, pupils will compare desert biomes with other contrasting biomes, discuss land use, and consider whether deserts are hospitable places to live, supporting their ideas with geographical knowledge and evidence.
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	Energy Art
· Identify pylons and describe their differences.
· Identify weaker and stronger shapes.
· Draw simple design specifications.


	Computing
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	In computing, Year 5 are focusing on programming and selection in quizzes.

The children will develop their knowledge of ‘selection’ by revisiting how ‘conditions’ can be used in programming, and then learning how the ‘if… then… else...’ structure can be used to select different outcomes depending on whether a condition is ‘true’ or ‘false’. They represent this understanding in algorithms, and then by constructing programs in the Scratch programming environment. They learn how to write programs that ask questions and use selection to control the outcomes based on the answers given. They use this knowledge to design a quiz in response to a given task and implement it as a program. 


	French
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	Meet my French family! (continued)
This term, Year 5 will be learning to explain how many siblings they have, name the members of their family tree and describe the people in their family including what they look like.
They will finish the topic by preparing a presentation to the rest of the class in French about their family.

	PE
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	Rounders
Develop throwing and catching skills.
Develop fielding techniques.
Understand the need for tactics and know when to use them.
	Cricket
Develop throwing and catching skills.
Develop bowling accuracy.
Develop batting skills.

	[image: ]Music



	Musical Theatre
In preparation for the KS2 end of year show, Year 5 will be learning, practicing and performing the songs to this year’s musical performance. 

	PSHE
[image: Image result for pshe]

	PSHRE- Changing me

Due to our work in the last academic year, we are proud to have obtained the ‘Silver award’ as a UNICEF Rights Respecting School.  We are now aiming to further our understanding of the UN rights of a child by embedding these into our curriculum. 

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
· Friday 5th June – Summer fair (starting at 3.30pm)
· Wednesday 10th – Friday 12th June – Dovedale Residential
· Friday 19th June – Father's Day breakfast
· Monday 22nd June – Class photographs
· Thursday 25th June – Sports day
· Friday 26th June – Trip to the Kings.
· Thursday 19th June – Whole class photos day
· Friday 20th June – Sports Day
· Thursday 9th July – KS2 show performance 1:00pm and 6:00pm
· Thursday 16th July – End of year celebration worship (parents invited)

	Homework



	In year 5, we will be sending weekly homework which will focus on Maths arithmetic practice in order to consolidate their learning at home. It will be handed out on a Friday afternoon and is expected to be completed and returned by Wednesday the following week. 
We will also be sending home weekly spellings which we expect the children to practice 3 times a week in preparation for a spelling test the following Friday morning. 
The children are also encouraged to continue playing Times Tables Rockstars and Morphs at home 3 times a week as well as reading 3-5 times a week too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Please make a note if your child has finished their book and needs to change it so that we are able to do so. 
Thank you for your support with completing your child’s homework. 
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