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	What is my child learning in Year 4…

	[image: ]




	School Values 
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	Our Gospel value this half term is Trust.
In Year 4, we will be thinking about what it means to trust others and to be trustworthy ourselves. We will explore how trust is built through kindness, honesty, and consistent actions. In our class worship, we will read stories and Bible verses that teach us about trusting in God and trusting one another. Together, we will reflect on how we can show trust every day — by keeping promises, being dependable friends, and believing in the goodness of others. We will also link our learning about trust to the principles of our Rights Respecting Schools, recognising how important trust is in creating a safe and supportive community.

	RE
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	The 8-fold path: What is the best way for a Buddhist to lead a good life?
In Year 4, we will explore the teachings of Buddhism, focusing on the 8-Fold Path as a guide to living a good life. We will discuss the question, "What is the best way for a Buddhist to lead a good life?" by looking at how the 8-Fold Path encourages right actions, right speech, and right thinking. Through discussions and activities, we will consider how following these teachings can help Buddhists make positive choices and live peacefully. We will also reflect on how these principles might influence the way Buddhists treat others and whether religious beliefs always lead to good and kind actions.

	English
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	Book Focus:

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell

In English this half term, we will be focusing on The Explorer by Katherine Rundell. This gripping adventure story follows a group of children stranded in the Amazon rainforest as they battle to survive and find their way home. As we read, we will explore themes of courage, resilience, and friendship, linking closely to our wider learning about perseverance and exploration. Through discussions, creative activities, and a range of writing tasks, the children will develop their comprehension skills and be inspired to write their own adventure narratives, drawing on the rich descriptions and exciting events from the story.

Writing

This half term in writing, the children will focus on narrative writing through the creation of diary entries written in the first person. They will imagine a day in the life of an explorer, developing their ability to write from a character’s point of view. The children will build descriptive settings and convey thoughts and feelings, helping readers understand the challenges and excitement faced during an explorer’s journey.

Following this, the children will write a persuasive leaflet encouraging people to visit the rainforest. They will explore persuasive techniques such as AFOREST (Alliteration, Facts, Opinion, Rhetorical Questions, Emotive Language, Statistics and Triples) to create engaging and convincing writing. Rhetorical questions and powerful language will be used to capture the reader’s attention and inspire them to visit this fascinating environment.

To finish the unit, the children will write an epilogue set 12 years later. They will reflect on what may have happened after the explorers returned home, considering questions such as: Have they kept in touch with the explorer? Did they tell anyone about the ancient city? What happened once they arrived home? This task will encourage imagination, reflection and thoughtful storytelling.
I look forward to seeing how the children’s creativity develops as they bring their explorers’ adventures to life.


	Reading
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	This half term in reading, we will continue to build and strengthen our reading skills. The children will engage with a range of texts, practising key skills such as understanding vocabulary, making predictions, drawing inferences, retrieving information, and summarising main ideas. Through guided reading sessions, we will focus on approaching various types of questions with confidence, helping to lay a solid foundation for their ongoing development as readers.

	Maths
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	In Maths this half term, Year 4 will focus on the following topics:
Decimals: Understanding place value in decimals, comparing and ordering decimals, and learning how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide them. The children will also explore the connection between decimals and fractions to enhance their mathematical understanding.
Money: Developing skills to solve problems involving money, including making change, working with different denominations, and solving real-life word problems.
Time: Learning to read and calculate with both digital and analogue clocks, solving problems related to time intervals, and understanding concepts of time in different contexts.
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	This half term in Science, we will continue to focus on:
• Electricity: Exploring electrical circuits, identifying components such as switches, bulbs, and buzzers, and investigating how electricity flows. The children will also learn about conductors and insulators and consider the importance of electrical safety.
• Habitats: Investigating different habitats and the organisms that live in them. The children will explore how animals and plants are adapted to their environments and learn about food chains and ecosystems.
The children will take part in hands-on activities to deepen their understanding of sound and practise collecting and analysing data to support their scientific findings.

	Geography
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	Our geography topic for this half term is "Why are rainforests important to us?"
We will explore the vital role rainforests play in the environment, learning about their rich biodiversity and how they contribute to the Earth's climate and oxygen supply. The children will examine the different layers of the rainforest, the various plants and animals that live there, and the importance of rainforests for both local and global communities. They will also investigate the impact of deforestation and discuss ways to protect these precious ecosystems. Through maps, discussions, and research, the children will develop a deeper understanding of the significance of rainforests and how they can contribute to their conservation.
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	This term, our Art, Craft, and Design lessons will focus on Fabric of Nature. Pupils will explore the natural world as inspiration for their artwork, studying organic patterns, textures, and forms found in nature. They will learn how to translate these natural elements into designs, experimenting with different materials and techniques. The children will focus on creating fabric-based art, using various methods such as weaving, stitching, and printing to bring the beauty of nature to life. Through this creative process, pupils will develop an understanding of proportion, composition, and texture, while also enhancing their technical skills in drawing, design, and construction.

	Computing
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	This half term in computing, the children will focus on creating media through photo editing. They will learn how to recolour images, clone parts of pictures, and combine different images to create new designs. As they develop their skills, the children will also create their own edited images and evaluate their work, considering what works well and how it could be improved. Through these hands-on activities, the children will develop their digital literacy and creativity while learning how images can be edited safely and effectively.


	French
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	This half term in French, we will focus on French food – miam miam!
The children will learn how to talk about different types of food and drink in French, using key vocabulary and phrases. They will explore how to order food in a restaurant, describe their likes and dislikes, and discuss meals typical of French culture. Building on this, they will also learn how to express preferences and use simple phrases to ask and answer questions about food. Through interactive activities, role-play, and listening exercises, the children will develop their pronunciation and conversational skills while gaining a deeper appreciation for French cuisine.

	PE
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	This half term in PE, we will focus on rounders and athletics.

In rounders, the children will develop key skills such as batting, bowling, fielding, and running. They will learn how to work as a team, strategise, and improve their coordination to play the game effectively. The children will also focus on teamwork and communication, ensuring they work together to score points and defend their team.

In athletics, the children will have the opportunity to practise a variety of track and field events, including running, jumping, and throwing. They will work on developing speed, strength, and technique while competing in friendly challenges. The focus will be on improving personal bests, supporting one another, and enjoying the process of physical growth and achievement.

Through these activities, the children will build confidence, coordination, and teamwork skills while enhancing their overall fitness and enjoyment of physical activity.
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	This term in Year 4, we will be exploring Samba and carnival sounds and instruments. Inspired by the vibrant rhythms of Brazilian samba and the lively atmosphere of carnival celebrations, the children will learn about the different instruments used in samba music, such as drums, tambourines, and shakers. They will experiment with rhythm, beat, and tempo to create their own samba compositions, using both traditional and improvised instruments. The children will work together to perform a carnival-inspired piece, combining their individual contributions to create an energetic and joyful group performance. Through this topic, pupils will develop their musical skills, understanding of rhythm and percussion, and performance techniques. We look forward to an exciting celebration of samba, sound, and movement!

	PSHE
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	In PSHRE this half term, the children will explore the theme of Relationships, focusing on emotional well-being and how we connect with others. They will learn about the different emotions involved in relationships, including jealousy, love and loss, and memories of loved ones. The children will discuss how to navigate friendships, understand getting on and falling out, and reflect on what makes relationships healthy. They will also explore the concept of girlfriends and boyfriends, focusing on respect and mutual understanding.

In addition, the children will look at how to show appreciation to people and animals, recognising the importance of kindness and gratitude in relationships. Through discussions, role-play, and reflection, they will learn strategies for resolving conflicts, understanding their feelings, and strengthening their connections with others. By the end of the unit, the children will have a better understanding of the complexities of relationships and how to build and maintain healthy emotional connections.

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
· Friday 17th April – School council/RRSA coffee morning
· Monday 27th April – Year 4 Chester Zoo trip
· Monday 4th May – May Day – School Closed
· Friday 22nd May – SEND/MHST coffee morning
· Friday 5th June – PSA Summer Fair 
· Friday 12th June – Year 4 Coffee morning
· Friday 19th June – Father's Day breakfast 
· Monday 22nd June – Class Photographs 
· Friday 25th June – Sports Day 
· Friday 3rd July – Eco Council coffee morning 
· Friday 10th July – Meet our governors (09:10am start)


	Homework



	In year 4, we will send a range of SPAG, reading and maths homework each week. 

Homework will always be given out on Fridays and is due back on the following Friday. Children are welcome to bring their homework in earlier and leave it in their trays.
We ask that the children also read their reading book at least 3 times a week and log on and play Times Table Rockstars 2-3 times a week too!
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