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	What is my child learning in Year 1…
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	School Values 
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	This half term, our school value is trust. We will delve into what it truly means to trust and the importance of this value in our daily lives. Through engaging stories and interactive activities, the children will learn about the process of building and maintaining trust. We will discuss real-life scenarios where trust is necessary, such as forming friendships and working as a team. By understanding and practicing trust, the children will build stronger relationships and learn how to handle challenges in a positive and constructive manner.
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	RE: Shabbat – Is Shabbat important to Jewish children?
In RE this term, we are exploring the concept of Shabbat and why it is important to Jewish children. The central question guiding our learning is, "Is Shabbat important to Jewish children?" We will look at key aspects of Shabbat, including its traditions, rituals, and significance within Jewish life. Through storytelling, discussion, and hands-on activities, we will help the children understand how Jewish children celebrate Shabbat, and why it is a special and meaningful time for families. This topic will allow the children to gain insight into the importance of rest, family time, and spiritual reflection in the Jewish faith.

	English
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	This term, Year 1 will explore two exciting texts. We will begin with The Storm Whale by Benji Davies, using it as inspiration to write a non-chronological report about whales. Alongside this, we will develop our descriptive language through “builder poetry,” creating expanded phrases such as “the whale, the big, beautiful whale, the big, beautiful whale with a long tail.” Later in the term, we will study The Dragon Machine by Helen Ward, which will support our narrative writing. Using this story, we will create our own adventure tales set inside the dragon machine, focusing on imagination, storytelling, and developing engaging plots.


	Reading
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	This term, we’ll dive into a range of lovely books during story times, creating a love for reading and building our storytelling skills.
In our guided reading sessions, we’ll explore stories in depth, focusing on key reading skills with the help of The Reading Dogs. Predicting Pip will help us make guesses about what might happen next, while Inference Iggy will guide us to think about the deeper meanings in the text. We’ll also meet Retrieval Rex, who will teach us how to find answers in the text, Sequencing Suki, who will help us order events logically and Vocabulary Victor, who helps us understand the meaning of words and why it was used.
We will be continuing our reading groups. Children will work in small groups with an adult to read and discuss texts that are carefully matched to their reading level. These sessions will help to develop their confidence, fluency, and understanding of what they read. Through group discussion and targeted support, children will practise key skills such as decoding unfamiliar words, improving expression, answering questions about the text, and sharing their ideas
We will also be continuing with our SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time), a 20-minute reading session for each year group which will take place in our new school library. This has already become a cherished and, for many, favourite part of the week.  

	Maths
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	Number Skills:
In Maths, we are focusing on:
· Multiplication and Division (Group and Share): The children will explore multiplication and division concepts, focusing on the 2, 5, and 10 times tables. Learn to group (e.g., 4 groups of 2) and share (e.g., 8 cookies between 2 people). 
· Fractions: Learn about halves and quarters (e.g., cut a cake into 2 or 4 pieces).
· Position and Direction: Learn directions like left, right, up, down. Practice moving in these directions.
· Place Value (within 100): Understand tens and ones in numbers up to 100. Compare, partition, order, one more and one less
· Money: Learn to recognise coins and notes. Practice counting money, unitising.
· Time: Tell the time to the hour and half-hour. Understand times for daily routines (e.g., "What time is lunch?")
KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts): I know number bonds for each number up to 10
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	In science we are learning about:
Plants (Biology)
· Growing Plants: Learn how plants grow from seeds to fully grown plants.
· Identifying Plant Structures: Label parts of a plant (e.g., roots, stem, leaves, flowers).
· Naming Garden Plants: Learn the names of common garden plants.
· Deciduous and Evergreen Trees: Understand the difference between trees that lose their leaves in winter (deciduous) and trees that keep their leaves all year (evergreen).
 Seasonal Changes: Summer (Physics)
· Summer Season: Explore the changes that happen in summer, such as the weather getting warmer and the days being longer.
· Understand how the weather affects living things like plants and animals
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	This term in History, our topic is “Who are they and where did they go?” We will be learning about significant people who explored, travelled, or made important journeys. One of the key figures we will study is the Wright brothers, who were pioneers of early flight and helped change the way people travel around the world. As part of this topic, we will explore who these people were, where they went, and why their journeys were important.

	Computing
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	This term in Computing, Year 1 will be focusing on “Creating Media – Digital Writing.” Using Word, the children will begin by exploring the keyboard and learning how to type. They will then practise adding and removing text, followed by exploring the toolbar and the different tools it offers. As their confidence grows, they will learn how to make changes to their text, such as editing and improving their work. They will also begin to explain their choices, thinking about why they have presented their work in a certain way. Finally, the children will compare using a pencil and a keyboard, reflecting on the advantages of each.

	PE
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	In PE, Year 1 will focus on dance and net and wall games. Year 1 will take part in Dance lessons led by Mr Case. Children will explore movement through dance, using their bodies to move in different ways and respond to music. They will practise creating simple movements and sequences, developing coordination, balance and rhythm. For net and wall games, they will learn basic skills such as throwing, catching, and aiming to hit a target, using equipment like soft balls or rackets. These activities help develop teamwork and improve motor skills. ability to work together in fun and active games.

	Music
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	This term in Music, Year 1 will be learning about pitch through a fun superhero-themed unit. The children will explore how sounds can be high or low and learn to recognise and perform these different pitches. They will create simple patterns using two or three notes and begin to understand how pitch and tempo can change the mood of music. As the unit progresses, the children will work together to compose their own superhero theme tunes, using a variety of sounds to represent different characters. At the end of the unit, they will perform their musical pieces, developing confidence, creativity and teamwork.

	PSHE
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	Relationships
In PSHRE, Year 1 will explore Relationships through topics like belonging to a family, making friends, and being a good friend. They will learn about physical contact preferences, understanding that everyone has different comfort levels. The children will explore the important role of people who help us, and reflect on qualities that make a good friend and a good person. They will also focus on self-acknowledgement, learning how to be a good friend to themselves, and celebrate special relationships in their lives.
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	In DT, Year 1 will focus on Structures, specifically making a throne. They will learn how to design, plan, and create a simple throne using various materials. The children will explore the importance of stability, strength, and design in building structures, while developing their skills in cutting, joining, and decorating.

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
Thursday 16th April: Fire services visiting
Monday 18th May: SHINE workshop
Friday 29th May: Coffee morning
Friday 5th June: summer fair
Monday 8th June: Phonics screen checks start this week
Monday 8th June: Year 1 trip to Manchester airport
Friday 19th June: Father’s Day breakfast
Monday 22nd June: Class photos
Tuesday 23rd June: INSPIRE
Thursday 25th June: Sports day
Thursday 16th July: Whole school end of year celebration assembly


	Homework



	. We ask that reading is completed 3-5 times a week at home too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Books will be changed once a week.
. Our PE days will be Tuesdays and Thursdays this term.
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