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	What is my child learning in Year 1…
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	School Values 
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	Forgiveness This half term, our school value is forgiveness. We will delve into what it truly means to forgive and the importance of this value in our daily lives. Through engaging stories and interactive activities, the children will learn about the process of asking for and granting forgiveness. We will discuss real-life scenarios where forgiveness is necessary, such as resolving conflicts with friends and family. By understanding and practicing forgiveness, the children will build stronger relationships and learn how to handle disagreements in a positive and constructive manner.

	RE
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	Why does Easter matter to Christians?
In RE this term, we are exploring the concept of Salvation and why Easter is important to Christians. The central question guiding our learning is, "Why does Easter matter to Christians?" We will look at key Bible stories that explain the significance of Jesus' death and resurrection, highlighting themes of hope, love, and forgiveness. This will be done through storytelling, discussion, and creative activities. This topic will help the children understand the Christian belief in Salvation and how it connects to their understanding of kindness, new beginnings, and faith.

	English
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	Book focus: 
This term, Year 1 will dive into setting descriptions and instructions through interactive activities like drama and role-play. Inspired by The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch, the children will act out scenes by the seaside, using their senses to describe the sights, sounds, and feelings of being at the beach. As they perform, they will practice using capital letters, full stops, and finger spaces in their writing, while focusing on spelling using phonics. For instructions, the children will act out the process of making a sandwich, using time-order words like first, next, and finally. This hands-on approach will help them engage creatively while strengthening their writing skills!

	Reading
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	This term, we’ll dive into a range of lovely books during story times, creating a love for reading and building our storytelling skills.
In our guided reading sessions, we’ll explore stories in depth, focusing on key reading skills with the help of The Reading Dogs. Predicting Pip will help us make guesses about what might happen next, while Inference Iggy will guide us to think about the deeper meanings in the text. We’ll also meet Retrieval Rex, who will teach us how to find answers in the text, Sequencing Suki, who will help us order events logically and Vocabulary Victor, who helps us understand the meaning of words and why it was used.
This term, we will be introducing guided reading groups. The children will work in small groups with an adult to read and discuss texts that are carefully matched to their reading level. These sessions will help to develop their confidence, fluency, and understanding of what they read. Through group discussion and targeted support, children will practise key skills such as decoding unfamiliar words, improving expression, answering questions about the text, and sharing their ideas


	Maths


[image: Image result for box of numbers clip art]
	Number Skills:
In Maths, we are continuing to focus on:
· Place Value (within 20): The children will learn to understand the value of digits in numbers up to 20, exploring the concepts of tens and ones. 
· Addition and Subtraction (within 20): We will practice addition and subtraction within 20 using various strategies, such as number lines and manipulatives. 
· Place Value (within 50): Extending our place value understanding to numbers up to 50, the children will learn to recognise and work with larger numbers, reinforcing their earlier learning.
· Length and Height: The children will explore concepts of length and height through hands-on measuring activities, comparing objects, and using appropriate units of measurement.
· Mass and Volume: We will investigate the mass and volume of different objects, engaging in practical experiments to understand how to measure and compare these properties.
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	Animals Including Humans 
This term, we will explore different animals and their diets, identifying carnivores, herbivores, and omnivores based on what they eat. The children will also learn about pets, their needs, and how to care for them responsibly. Through sorting activities, discussions, and observations, they will develop a deeper understanding of animals and their characteristics.

Seasonal Changes: Spring 
As we move into Spring, the children will observe changes in weather, daylight, and the natural environment. They will track and record these seasonal changes, exploring how they affect plants, animals, and daily life.
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	Geography: What is the weather like in the UK?
This term, the children will explore the different types of weather in the UK and how it changes across the seasons. They will learn to identify and describe weather patterns, including sunshine, rain, wind, and snow. Through observations, recordings, and discussions, they will develop an understanding of how weather affects daily life and the environment.

	Computing
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	In Computing this term, Year 1 will be learning about data and information, with a focus on grouping data. The children will explore how objects and information can be sorted and organised in different ways. They will practise labelling and matching items, grouping and counting objects, and describing their features. As the unit progresses, the children will learn how to create their own groups, compare different groups, and begin to answer simple questions about the information they have organised.

	PE
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	Gymnastics and Invasion Games
This term, the children will develop their balance, coordination, and control through gymnastics, exploring different movements, shapes, and sequences. They will practice jumping, rolling, and balancing to build strength and flexibility.
In invasion games, the focus will be on teamwork, movement, and strategic play. The children will develop skills such as passing, dodging, and defending, improving their ability to work together in fun and active games.
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	This term in Music, we will be exploring Sound Patterns through the theme of Fairytales. The children will use their voices, bodies, and instruments to create and recognise simple rhythmic and melodic patterns inspired by familiar fairytale stories. They will experiment with different sounds, learn how to repeat and create patterns, and work together to perform their ideas.

	PSHE
[image: Image result for pshe]

	Healthy Me
This term, our PSHE theme is Healthy Me. The children will learn about keeping themselves healthy through topics such as healthier lifestyle choices, keeping clean, and being safe. Additionally, we will discuss how health and happiness are linked, helping children understand the importance of taking care of both their bodies and minds.
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	Sculpture and 3D Overlay
This term in Art, the children will explore sculpture and 3D overlay, learning to create and manipulate materials to form three-dimensional artworks. They will experiment with different materials like clay, paper, and wire to build and shape their designs. Through hands-on activities, the children will develop an understanding of texture, form, and structure in sculpture, and how 3D overlays can enhance the depth and dimension of their creations.

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
Friday 27th February – fire services visit
Thursday 5th March – World Book Day
Friday 13th March – Coffee morning 
Friday 20th March – School closed INSET DAY
Friday 27th March – Trentham gardens

	Homework



	. We ask that reading is completed 3-5 times a week at home too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Books will be changed once a week.
. Our PE days will be Tuesdays and Fridays this term. 
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