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	What is my child learning in Year 5…
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	School Values 
[image: ]



	Our school value this term is Forgiveness. In Year 5, we will be teaching the children about forgiveness and encouraging them to ask for forgiveness for their mistakes and also to forgive others. We will discuss stories from the Bible of forgiveness such as the Prodigal Son and think about how we can learn from these and apply them to everyday life in school.

	RE
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	In RE this half term, Year 5’s topic is ‘What did Jesus do to save human beings?’
We will be exploring the concept of sacrifice and learning about how Jesus sacrificed his life for us, reading the book of Mark to find out more about the events that led to Jesus being crucified. The children will learn about symbolism and ways that Christians remember the sacrifice that Jesus made and will reflect on their own beliefs and how important Jesus is to them and their lives.

	English
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	Book focus: 
In English we will continue our focus on our core class text, Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. This powerful and engaging novel follows a young boy, Michael, who is washed up on a remote island after falling from his parents’ yacht. Believing he is alone, Michael soon discovers the island is shared with Kensuke, a mysterious Japanese man. The story explores themes of survival, friendship, courage and respect for others.


In writing, Year 5 will be using the text as inspiration, the children will develop their narrative and persuasive writing skills through a range of engaging tasks. They will write a diary entry in role as Michael, rewrite the “jellyfish incident” from Kensuke’s point of view, and compose a persuasive letter from Michael to Kensuke asking him to change his mind and leave the island. Alongside this, we will focus on extending vocabulary, using varied sentence structures and ensuring accurate punctuation and grammar.

	Reading
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	In reading, Year 5 will be using our class text to further a number of skills including their knowledge of:

· Vocabulary – Looking at what the word means.
· Inference – Use clues in the text to help you.
· Predicting – What may happen next?
· Retrieval – Finding facts and key details.
· Sequencing – Putting events in order
· Summarising- Finding the main points.
· Comparing/ Contrasting- commentating on what is happening and discussing the content.

We will also be continuing with our SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time), a 20 minute reading session for each year group which will take place in our new school library. This has already become a cherished and, for many, favourite part of the week.  

	Maths
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	In maths, Year 5 will be covering the following topics:
· Decimals and percentages (equivalent fractions and decimals, comparing and ordering decimals, understanding percentages).
· Perimeter and area (Focusing on perimeter ad area of rectilinear shapes and polygons). 
· Statistics (Reading and interpreting line graphs and tables)

We will also be completing Fluent in 5 every afternoon for 5 minutes after lunch. Our Key Instant Recall fact topic of the half term is ‘ decimal
number bonds to 1 and 10.’
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	Year 5’s topic in Science will be Animals Including Humans. Please note – this topic covers sensitive topics however this is statutory learning on the national curriculum for science. These lessons are compulsory for all children in Year 5. If you have any questions or would like to discuss this, please send me a message on class dojo. Thank you. 
The human life-cycle
Babies and children
Adolescence and puberty
Adults and the elderly
Gestation periods of mammals
Gestation periods and lifespan

	Geography
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	Why do oceans matter?
We will be investigating how we use our oceans. We will be looking at what the great Barrier Reef is. We will then look at how our oceans are suffering and begin to understand ways that we can keep our oceans healthy.
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	Craft and Design – Architecture 
This unit focuses on architecture, guiding pupils through observational drawing, printmaking, and building design. It encourages children to explore architectural elements, analyse Hundertwasser's work, and create meaningful monuments, enhancing their understanding of composition, design, and art appreciation.

	Computing
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	In computing, Year 5’s topic is Data and Information – Flat file databases.
· To create a paper-based data base.
· To creating and using a computer based data base.
· To use search tools.
· To visually compare data.
· To look at databases in real life.

	French
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	Year 5 will be continuing with their Shopping in France topic:
Recognise number words in written form.
Correctly build and pronounce two-digit numbers that have been generated randomly.
Recall vocabulary by matching the correct pictures to the appropriate words.
Join in with a story, using gestures and key vocabulary.
Correctly sort word-cards by gender and apply the appropriate article.
Highlight a range of known and easily recognisable vocabulary in a text.

	PE
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	Dance
To perform actions showing quality and control.
To copy and repeat actions in time with music.
To work collaboratively to choreograph a dance.
To use matching, canon and unison.
	Tag Rugby
To apply throwing and catching skills.
To understand when to pass and when to run with the ball.
To pass effectively when attacking.
To learn how the off-side rule is applied.
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	Compositions for the festival of colour
Looking at hearing and picturing colour.
To create a vocal compositions based on a picture.
To create a piece of music inspired by a single colour
We will finish off the unit by working together to perform a piece of music.

	PSHE
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	PSHRE- Healthy me
· Smoking, including vaping, alcohol and anti-social behaviour 
· Emergency aid 
· Body image 
· Relationships with food 
· Healthy choices 
· Motivation and behaviour 
Due to our work in the last academic year, we are proud to have obtained the ‘Silver award’ as a UNICEF Rights Respecting School.  We are now aiming to further our understanding of the UN rights of a child by embedding these into our curriculum. This will continue during Spring 2. 

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
· Monday 23th February – INSET day.
· Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th February – Parents evenings.
· Thursday 5th March – World Book Day.
· Tuesday 10th March – Trip to the Open centre.
· Friday 20th March – INSET day.

	Homework



	In year 5, we will be sending weekly homework which will focus on Maths arithmetic practice in order to consolidate their learning at home. It will be handed out on a Friday afternoon and is expected to be completed and returned by Wednesday the following week. 
We will also be sending home weekly spellings which we expect the children to practice 3 times a week in preparation for a spelling test the following Friday morning. 
The children are also encouraged to continue playing Times Tables Rockstars at home 3 times a week as well as reading 3-5 times a week too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Please make a note if your child has finished their book and needs to change it so that we are able to do so. 
Thank you for your support with completing your child’s homework. 
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