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	Everything we do at St Thomas' CofE Primary Academy is built upon our values of thankfulness, fairness, forgiveness, trust and celebration.
Our core Christian values underpin the British values and are closely linked. Core British Values of democracy, the rule of law, tolerance, respect and individual liberty are taught in the context of our strong Christian ethos.
Each half term we focus on one of our values through our class teaching and worship. This half term our key focus is forgiveness. Building the foundations for the British value of Rule of Law is about learning to manage own feelings and behaviours as well as about learning right from wrong and understanding there are consequences for certain choices and behaviours.
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	In RE this half term, we will be exploring God – What do Christians believe God is like? We will be looking closely at the story of Jonah, giving clear, simple accounts of what the story means to Christians as well as giving examples of ways in which Christians show their belief in God. We will be looking at how Christians put these beliefs into practice and discussing what the children have learnt from the story and exploring all their different ideas.


	English
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	Focus text
In English, our class text is ‘The Penguin Who Wanted to Find Out’ by Jill Tomlinson. It is about a penguin chick who grows up and learns about the world he lives in and what it means to be an emperor penguin.

Otto is a penguin chick, that much he knows, but other than this he has a lot to learn. Life at the bottom of the world is a curious thing and life can change at a moment’s notice. The next blizzard, the next meal and the threat of being orphaned are all challenges that must be faced. But how will Otto and his friends manage? The only way that penguins can do – by looking after each other.

In writing this half term, year 2 will be writing an information text about Emperor Penguins so they will first need to research information about them by reading a range of sources. We will be continuing to work on using subordinating conjunctions in sentences and introducing simple adverbials (sentence starters) too. 
We will then move on to poetry, focusing on the poem, the Sound Collector by Roger McGough, learning all about onomatopoeia and alliteration and the effect these language devices have. 




	Reading
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	Our shared reading sessions are a chance for the children to learn important skills to help support their comprehension, which is a big focus for us. The children will be reading some of our focus book and then answering questions based on the skills below.

· Vocabulary – Looking at what the word means.
· Inference – Use clues in the text to help you.
· Predicting – What may happen next?
· Retrieval – The answer is somewhere in the text.
· Sequencing – Putting events in order

We also have our weekly session in our library where the children will have the chance to enjoy some quiet reading and share some of their favourite stories! We will still be taking library books home on a Wednesday and the children can change them every week (as long as they bring them back).
Some children have not returned their borrowed books. Can these please be returned to school as soon as possible? If you think you may have lost the book they have borrowed from school, please can you let me know by sending a message via Class Dojo.


	Maths
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	In maths, Year 2 will be continuing to cover the following topics:

· Multiplication and division
· Length and height

We will be continuing our programme called mastering number. We will be teaching this every afternoon after lunch. This will focus on the children really understanding their number bonds and links within numbers so they can learn facts by heart.

Our KIRF this half term is to focus the 2 and the 10 times table (× and ÷)
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	Our topic in science this half term is ‘Living Things and their Habitats’. This is a large unit of work and is therefore likely to continue into Summer 1 due to Spring 2 being quite a short half term. 
The unit covers the following areas:
· Habitats in my local area
· Polar habitats
· Desert habitats
· Ocean habitats
· Woodland habitats
· Microhabitats
· Habitats and diet
· Food chains
· Living, dead or never alive?

We will be going on a class trip in Summer 1 half term which will link to our Science topic (more information to follow as soon as possible). Can you guess where we are going?
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	Our Geography topic this half term will be ‘Would you like to live in a hot place or a cold place?’
[bookmark: _Int_xFYoW15X]Lesson 1 – Where are the continents?
Lesson 2 – Where are the coldest places on Earth?
Lesson 3 – Where is the equator?
Lesson4 – What is life like in a hot place?
Lesson 5 – Do we live in a hot place or a cold place?
Lesson 6 – Would you prefer to live in a hot place or a cold place?
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	Our art focus for this half term is Painting & Mixed Media- Life in Colour. 
This unit focuses on teaching primary and secondary colours, colour mixing and creating textures using different tools. It also covers collage techniques, encouraging pupils to experiment with materials and evaluate their artistic choices and aims to develop children’s understanding of colour, texture and composition in art.
Lesson 1 -Colour Magic 
Lesson 2; Texture Hunt 
Lesson 3- Making Textures 
Lesson 4; Collage creation 


	Computing
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	Our computing topic this half term is ‘Data and Information – Pictograms’. 

The topic covers the following skills:
Counting and comparing, entering data, creating pictograms, considering attributes, comparing people, presenting information. 

 


	PE
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	Gymnastics
Creating shapes, balances, travelling actions, jumps, barrell rolls, straight rolls and forward rolls.
	Invasion games
Dribbling, catching, kicking, receiving, running, jumping, changing direction, changing speed, balancing.

	Music
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	In our music lessons this half term, our topic is Contrasting Dynamics.
The children will:
· Use their voice to create a variety of sounds.
· Use dynamics to create an atmosphere.
· Collaborate with peers to contribute to a group soundscape.
· Correctly identify changes in dynamics.
· Show changes in dynamics using bodies and vocals.
· Compare two pieces of music using musical vocabulary to describe the changes in dynamics.
· Interpret music in a visual form.
· Identify and discuss patterns in different pieces of music.
· Successfully create and play patterns, notating them.
· Create and play a simple pitch pattern accurately.

	PSHE
[image: Image result for pshe]

	Our topic this half term is ‘Healthy me’.

Lesson 1 – Being healthy
Lesson 2 – Being relaxed
Lesson 3 – Medicine safety
Lesson 4 – Healthy eating
Lesson 5 – Healthy eating
Lesson 6 – Healthy, happy me


	Dates for diary



	Future dates to be aware of:
· Parents evenings Tuesday 24th February and Thursday 26th February.
· World Book Day – Thursday 5th March (see Class Dojo post for further information).
· Friday 6th March – Year 2 Coffee Morning.

	Homework



	Homework will be sent out on a Friday and will be due back the following Wednesday. 

The children are also encouraged to continue playing Times Tables Rockstars at home 3 times a week as well as reading 3-5 times a week too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Reading books will be changed weekly. If they have finished their book, please encourage your child to read it again for fluency and to improve comprehension.

Thank you for your support with completing your child’s homework.
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