Dear Parents,
As we come to the end of our second week back after
Christmas, it has been wonderful to see the school back
into its usual routines.

Despite a disrupted start to the term due to the snowy
weather, the children have settled quickly and
approached their learning with enthusiasm and
resilience. Thank you to our families for your continued
support and flexibility — it has made a real difference.

We are now looking forward to the weeks ahead with
confidence and excitement.

Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs Pierpoint

Friday 16th January 2026
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‘Learning for life with Jesus’

Dates for your diary:

Mon 5™ Jan School opens for Staff and Children - Spring term
Fri 9" Jan Sip and support drop in 9:30am
Fri 9™ Jan Year 5 MHST workshop

Mon 12 Tan

Year 6 Tween safety workshops begin

Wed 14™ Jan

My Bnk workshops - K52

Wed 14™ Jan

Young voices - Choir

Wed 14™ Jan

STEM enrichment day at The Kings - Year b

Thurs 15™ Jan

Year B Author visit

Fri 16 Jan

Year 2 topic launch day

Wed 215t JTan

My Bnk workshops - K52

Monday 26™ Jan

Year 3 Stanley Head parents information evening 6pm

Tues 27™ Jan

Year 5/6 Netball at Keele

Tues 27 Jan

Year 4 Viking workshop

Wed 28" JTan

My Bnk workshops - K52

Fri 30™ Jan Year 1 topic launch day

Wed 4™ Feb Children's mental health workshops

Thurs 5™ Feb ¥r b Safe and sound workshop (Newcastle Fire Station)
Fri 6™ Feb Eco Council outside project begins with Harper Adams
Mon 9™ Feb Year 6 Bikeability all week

Tues 10™ Feh

Library to visit EYF5 and K51 in school

Wednesday 11™ Feb

Year 3 and 4 visit to the Library

Thurs 127 Feb

Year B and 6 visit To the library

Fri 13 Feb

Maon 23™ Feb

School closes for half term
Half term 16™ Feb - 20™ Feb
School closed for INSET day

Thurs 26™ Feb

Careers Fair at the King's Y6 to attend

Thurs 26™ Feb

EYFS Celebrating Chinese New Year

Tues 3™ March

Metball at Keele ¥5/6

Fri 13™ March

Year 4 Bikeability

Mon 16™ March -
Tuesday 17 March

Year 3 residential to Stanley Head

Wed 18™ March

School council visit to Parliament

Fri 20™ March

School closed for INSET day

Tues 24 March

Dance show at The Victoria Hall

\



SHINE wnrkzshaps

We would warmly like to invite parents and
carers into school to learn alongside your child.
Following the success of our SHIMES we would

like to lounch our Spring term SHINE
workshops - all of our Spring terms events will
have a Geography/ Sustainability Focus

Flease come into school for a fun filled and
creative afternoon, where you can work
alongside your child and learn new skills. This is
also an opportunity to look at the work of our
Eco Council.

All of these sessions will start at 2:00pm
and finish at 3:15pm. All sessions will be
held in school.

Dates:

Monday 19" Tanuary  Year 5
Monday 26™ Jonuary Year 2
Monday 2™ February Year 1
Monday 9™ February  Year 4
Tuesdoy 24" February MNursery
Monday 2™ March Reception
Monday 9™ March Year 3
Monday 16™ March ~ Year 6

twg'pire sessions at St Thomas’ Chureh.

2:00pm - 3:00pm at St Thomas' Church  We are really delighted 1o be continueng 1o work alongdsde Reverend

Dotes:
Tuesday 4™ Movember Year 3
Tuesdey 257 Movember Year 5
Tuesdoy 27" January Year &
Tuesday 3™ March Year 4
Tuesday 28 April Year 2
Tuesdoy 23™ June Year 1
Tuesday 7™ July Nursery
4 Reception together i school

Baker from 5t Thomas' church, We want to support children in their
sparitual development and continue Learning For Life with Jess

Following the great success of our Inspere workshops last yeor, each
class will be spending an af terncon at 5t Thomas' fo deepen Their

speritual understanding and emoge in fun craft-based activities around
seripture lead by Reverend Baker and their class teacher,

¥
We would love parents/ corers/ grandparents
to join us for our Inspire workshop. Please come
and work alongside us as we follow Jesus' path
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& -‘f St Thimas

Every Friday morning at Sam we have a worship in school led
by Reverend Lain or Tom from St Thomas' Church. We warmly
invite all parents/grandparents/ carers/ parish members to
join us every week.

Each week a different class or school group will alse be joining
the coffee morning to show you some of their learning and
share things they are proud of.

Everyone is welcome to every worship and coffee morning - we
hope to see everyone soon.

Dates: Spring 1

Friday ™ Jan Year 4
Friday 16™ Jan Year 3
Friday 23 Jan Mursery
Friday 30™ Jan Reception
Friday 6™ Feb Year 5
Friday 13™ Feb SEND/MHST
Dates: Spring 2

Friday 27™ Feb Year &
Friday 6™ Mar Year 2
Friday 13™ Mar Year 1

Friday 20" Mar INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

Friday 27™ Mar Mo coffee morning today




Term dates 2025/2026

Autumn Term 2025

INSET DAYS Monday 15! and Tuesday 2" September 2025

Autumn Term One  Wednesday 3¢ September — Friday 24" October 2025
Half Term Monday 27" October 2025~ Friday 315t October 2025
Autumn Term Two  Monday 4™ November 2025 - Friday 19'" December2025
INSET DAY Friday 14" November 2025

Holiday Monday 22" December 2025 — Friday 2"d January 2026

Spring Term 2026

Spring Term One Monday 5" January 2026 - Friday 13'" February 2026
Half Term Monday 16 February - Friday 20" February 2026
INSET Monday 23" February 2026

Spring Term Two Monday 23™ February 2026 - Friday 27" March 2026

INSET Friday 20" March 2026

Holiday Monday 30" March 2026 - Friday 10™ April 2026




Term dates 2025/2026

Summer Term 2026

Summer term one  Monday 13 April 2026 - Friday 22" May 2026
May Day Monday 4" May 2026

Half Term Monday 25" May 2026 - Friday 29'" May 2026
Summer term two  Monday 1% June 2026 - Friday 17" July 2026
INSET DAY Monday 20 July 2026 (Twilights)

Summer Holiday Tuesday 215! July 2026 — Monday 315! August 2026

(2026/2027 academic year commences on Tuesday 15! September 2026)




Sip and Support

any concerns or questions they have. This may
include questions around diet, sleepi';putines,
mental health and support services available.

r.

ri 9" Jan 09:30am
Fri 6" Feb 09:30am
Fri 6" March 09:30am
Fri 17*" April 09:30

Staff from MHST will be available in the
Haven for a chat during the coffee

morning on the above dates. Everyone
welcome!
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A HUGE well done to our 5/6 football team you were
absolutely amazing representing St Thomas’ on Monday.
Nothing but brilliant teamwork! We’re so proud of you all.

A fantastic result




ABOUT ME

| am a father, husband, author,
football fan and a reader. In fact,
it was reading about football

b that changed my life.

| wasn't keen on reading when |
was young. My mum was wor-
ried about me because | was

struggling at school. She encour-
aged me to read about football in newspapers, magazines and ) ‘
books. Gradually | came to love books. .

And, from that point, my life changed. | wanted to know every- \
o

thing about books. | went to night school to do A levels when |
o was 21. Then | did a degree in European Literature when | was
24, It was brilliant!

After | had graduated, | went to
work in a bookshop, then a li-
brary, then | managed book fes-
tivals. All that time | was writing:

stories, poems, diaries
Inspiring young minds!

This week Y5 and 6 took part in a live session with Tom
Palmer, an author of over sixty children's books. 16 books
for Barrington Stoke including 6 award-winning historical
fiction titles and three Puffin football series including
Football Academy and Foul Play. He is inspiring us all to
enjoy books and maybe one day become a bestselling
author too!



A huge thank you to Matthew, community
champion from Tesco In Kidsgrove for
supplying apples to school today for all
children!
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On 27th Janaury we mark Holocaust Memorial Day.
Each year across the UK, thousands of people come
together to learn more about the past and take
action to create a safer future. We know they learn
more, empathise more and do more

37
11]
Article 37- No child should be

‘ I I i tortured, sentenced to death,
CHILDREN IN PROTECTION imprisoned unfairly or treated
AL L in a cruel or inhuman way
Article 38- No child under 15

should join the army and
children should be protected
in war

Article 2 - The Convention
applies to every child without
discrimination
Article 19 - Protection from
violence, abuse and neglect

nin

NO DISCRIMINATION PROTECTION FROM
VIOLENCE

) RIGHTS
{1) RESPECTING
7 SCHOOLS

Leammng for life with Jesus
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Loving God,

Thank you for a new year and a fresh start.
As we begin this new term, help us to learn
with curiosity,
to treat one another with kindness,
and to grow in confidence and hope each
day.

Bless our school, our families, and all we
do.

Amen.




