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	What is my child learning in Year 1…
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	School Values 
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	Forgiveness This half term, our school value is forgiveness. We will delve into what it truly means to forgive and the importance of this value in our daily lives. Through engaging stories and interactive activities, the children will learn about the process of asking for and granting forgiveness. We will discuss real-life scenarios where forgiveness is necessary, such as resolving conflicts with friends and family. By understanding and practicing forgiveness, the children will build stronger relationships and learn how to handle disagreements in a positive and constructive manner.

	RE
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	Jesus as a Friend
In RE this term, we are exploring the concept of Jesus as a friend. The central question guiding our learning is, "Was it always easy for Jesus to show friendship?" We will look at various stories from the Bible that highlight how Jesus demonstrated friendship and kindness, even in challenging situations. 
Through storytelling, discussion, and creative activities, the children will learn about Jesus' relationships with his friends and how he showed love and support. This topic will help the children understand the Christian values of compassion and friendship, and how these values can be applied in their own lives.

	English
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	Book focus: 
This half term in English, we will be exploring two engaging and imaginative stories: The King’s Pants and Where the Wild Things Are. These texts will inspire our writing and help develop our understanding of characters.
We will begin with The King’s Pants, a fun and humorous story. Children will learn about the main character and create a simple fact file about the King. They will identify key information such as what he looks like, what he likes, and what he does. Children will write short, clear sentences to share facts about the King.
Our second book focus is Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak. Using this story, children will write a simple character description, using adjectives to describe the amazing Wild Things that appear in Max’s dream.
Throughout the half term, children will practise writing correctly structured sentences using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. Writing will be modelled and practised together before children move on to writing their own sentences independently.

	Reading
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	This term, we’ll dive into a range of lovely books during story times, creating a love for reading and building our storytelling skills.
In our guided reading sessions, we’ll explore stories in depth, focusing on key reading skills with the help of The Reading Dogs. Predicting Pip will help us make guesses about what might happen next, while Inference Iggy will guide us to think about the deeper meanings in the text. We’ll also meet Retrieval Rex, who will teach us how to find answers in the text, Sequencing Suki, who will help us order events logically and Vocabulary Victor, who helps us understand the meaning of words and why it was used.
We’ll use The King’s Pants as a key text to deepen our knowledge of the story and practice these skills. We will also be continuing with our SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time), a 20-minute reading session for each year group which will take place in our new school library. This has already become a cherished and, for many, favourite part of the week.  

	Maths
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	Number Skills:
In Maths, we are focusing on:
· Place Value (within 20): The children will learn to understand the value of digits in numbers up to 20, exploring the concepts of tens and ones. 
· Addition and Subtraction (within 20): We will practice addition and subtraction within 20 using various strategies, such as number lines and manipulatives. 
· Place Value (within 50): Extending our place value understanding to numbers up to 50, the children will learn to recognise and work with larger numbers, reinforcing their earlier learning.
· Length and Height: The children will explore concepts of length and height through hands-on measuring activities, comparing objects, and using appropriate units of measurement.
· Mass and Volume: We will investigate the mass and volume of different objects, engaging in practical experiments to understand how to measure and compare these properties.
KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts): The children will focus on recognising and working with numbers up to 50, including key facts such as number bonds.

	Science
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	In Science this term, we will explore different materials and their properties through hands-on investigations. The children will learn to identify and describe various materials, such as wood, metal, and plastic, and understand their uses based on their properties. We will conduct an umbrella experiment testing what materials are waterproof. We will also observe and discuss the transition to Spring, noting changes in the environment and weather. The children will track and record these seasonal changes, helping them connect with natural phenomena and understand the cycles of the seasons.

	History[image: ]
	This half term in History, Year 1 will be learning about what a monarch is. Children will explore the role of a monarch and understand that a monarch is a king or queen who leads a country. We will learn about monarchs from the past and present, including the current monarch, and discuss how their role has changed over time.
Children will look at key features of a monarch, such as crowns, castles and royal clothes, and talk about what monarchs do. Through stories, pictures and discussions, pupils will begin to understand the difference between life for monarchs in the past and life today.
This topic will help children develop their understanding of history by learning about the past and asking simple questions about people and events.


	Computing
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	This half term in computing, Year 1 will be learning about programming by giving instructions to move a robot. Children will learn that a program is a set of clear instructions that tell a robot what to do. They will practise using simple commands such as forwards, backwards, turn left and turn right.
Pupils will create and follow simple sequences to move a robot to a chosen destination. Through this, children will develop their problem-solving skills and learn how to fix mistakes if the robot does not move as planned.

	PE
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	This half term in PE, Year 1 will take part in Dance lessons led by Mr Case. Children will explore movement through dance, using their bodies to move in different ways and respond to music. They will practise creating simple movements and sequences, developing coordination, balance and rhythm.
In their other PE lessons, children will focus on sending and receiving skills. They will practise throwing, catching, rolling and kicking a variety of equipment. Through games and activities, pupils will develop their hand-eye coordination, teamwork and control while learning how to move safely and confidently.
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	This half term in Music, Year 1 will be learning about dynamics through the theme of the seaside. Children will explore how music can be loud or quiet and how sounds can change. They will listen to and create seaside sounds using their voices and instruments, such as waves, seagulls and boats.

	PSHE
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	In PSHE, our theme is "Dreams and Goals." The children will set personal goals and learn to identify steps to achieve them. We will discuss what success looks like, explore different learning styles, and practice overcoming obstacles. Through role-play and group discussions, the children will learn about perseverance, celebrating achievements, and the importance of working well with others to reach their goals.
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	This term, our DT focus is on mechanisms, specifically wheels and axles. The children will learn about the function and importance of wheels and axles in various machines and vehicles. They will design and build simple models using these components, exploring how they work together to create movement. Through hands-on projects, pupils will gain a practical understanding of how mechanisms function and develop their skills in designing and constructing working models.

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
Topic day – Friday 30th January (letter sent out)
SHINE - Monday 2nd February 2:00pm
Library visit – Tuesday 10th February 
Inset day- Monday 23rd February


	Homework



	. Homework to be given out every Friday and should be completed by the following Friday. 
. We ask that reading is completed 3-5 times a week at home too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Books will be changed every Monday.
. Our PE days will be Tuesdays and Thursdays this term. 
Thank you for your support with completing your child’s homework.
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