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	What is my child learning in Year 3
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	School Values 
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	Forgiveness  
Our school Value this term is ‘Forgiveness’. Expressing forgiveness promotes healing and emotional well-being. It enables us to move past hurt and resentment, fostering empathy and understanding. 

Colossians 3:13 “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

	RE
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	Creation/Fall What do Christians learn from the Creation Story?
As we journey through this half term, the children will be strengthening their knowledge of The Creation Story. We will talk about God being the Creator who cares for the creation, including human beings. As human beings are part of God’s good creation, they do best when they listen to God. The Bible shows that God wants to help people to be close to him — he keeps his relationship with them, gives them guidelines on good ways to live.
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	Book focus: Stig of the dump by Clive King
Stig of the Dump tells the story of a boy who discovers a cave man living in a dump in the local chalk pits near his granny's house. The two become friends and enjoy lots of building and creating using the left-over materials in the dump. 
This term, Year 3 will be developing their writing skills using Stig of the Dump as inspiration. The children will be planning and writing their own adventure stories, focusing on exciting events, clear story structure, and engaging settings. A key grammar focus will be learning how to use inverted commas accurately to show speech between characters. Alongside this, the children will write a character description, using a range of skills such as expanded noun phrases, descriptive vocabulary, varied sentence openers, and conjunctions to add detail. They will also be encouraged to think carefully about how characters look, behave, and feel, helping to bring their writing to life. Throughout the unit, pupils will practise editing and improving their work, building confidence in creating imaginative and well-structured pieces of writing.


	Reading
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	We will be continuing to explore key reading skills. We will use our Pawsome Reading Gang to help us along the way. These skills include:
· Vocabulary – Looking at what the word means.
· Inference – Use clues in the text to help you.
· Predicting – What may happen next?
· Retrieval – Finding facts and key details.
· Sequencing – Putting events in order
· Summarising- Finding the main points.
· Comparing/ Contrasting- commentating on what is happening and discussing the content.

We will continue our SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time) sessions. We have loved having this dedicated time to read for pleasure in our new engaging environment.

	Maths
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	Over the spring term we will be focusing on the following topics;
·  Multiplication and division
· Length and perimeter
· Fractions
· Mass and capacity 
Please ensure you continue to practice times tables at home to prepare the children for the Year 4 multiplication check next academic year. Keep recapping 2,5 and 10s from year 2 and we are now focusing on 3,4- and 8-times tables.
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	 Nutrition and diet
. Food groups
. Balanced diets 
. Compare diets

Fossils and soils
· Exploring fossils
· How are fossils formed
· The importance of soil
· Planning and carrying out an investigation

	History
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	Would you prefer to live in the Stone Age, Bronze Age or Iron Age? 
This term, Year 3 will continue their history learning by exploring what life was like during the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. Building on their previous learning, the children will develop a deeper understanding of how people lived, including homes, food, tools, clothing and daily routines.
Pupils will compare the different periods and learn how life changed over time, such as the development of farming, the use of metals, and improvements in tools and technology. Through discussion, artefacts, and historical enquiry, children will be encouraged to ask questions, make comparisons, and understand how these early periods have shaped life today.
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	Drawing - Growing Artists: The Bluest of Blues; Anna Aitkins and the first book of photographs.
Developing an understanding of shading and drawing techniques to create botanical inspired drawings. 
This topic focuses on teaching children the use of shapes, shading, and texture in art to enhance their drawing skills. It emphasises developing a sense of light and dark, using frottage for texture, and experimenting with different tools to create expressive and abstract art.

	Computing
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	Programming – Sequencing sound
Lesson 1 – To explore a new programming environment 
Lesson 2 – To identify that commands have an outcome 
Lesson 3 – To explain that a program has a start 
Lesson 4 – To recognise that a sequence of commands can have an order 
Lesson 5 – To change the appearance of my project 
Lesson 6 - To create a project from a task description  


	French
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	French playground games - numbers and age
In our new French topic children count in French from one to twelve, recognise the written number words, ask how old someone is and answer the same question, comparing sentence structures in French and English, and practising all the vocabulary by playing counting and some traditional French games.

	PE
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	The two focus activities for PE this half term are;
Gymnastics  - Indoor (Tuesdays)
Netball – Outdoor (Wednesdays)


	Music
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	Creating compositions in response to an animation (Theme: Mountains)
In this new and exciting unit, children will learn to tell stories through music. Listening to music and considering the narrative it could represent. Paying close attention to the dynamics, pitch and tempo and how they change. Creating original compositions to match an animation, building up layers of texture.

	PSHE
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	Dreams and goals 
• Know about specific people who have overcome difficult challenges to achieve success • Know what dreams and ambitions are important to them
• Know how they can best overcome learning challenges 
• Know that they are responsible for their own learning 
• Know what their own strengths are as a learner 
• Know what an obstacle is and how they can hinder achievement 
• Know how to take steps to overcome obstacles 


	Key events for the Spring term
	Future dates to be aware of:
· Friday 16th January -Year 3 coffee morning
· Monday 26th January – Stanley Head Parents information evening 
6pm-7pm
· Friday 13th Feb SEND/MSHT Coffee morning
· Monday 16th-Tuesday 17th March – Residential trip to Stanley Head
· Friday 20th March -INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED
· Friday 27th March – No coffee morning
· Monday 9th March – Year 3 SHINE workshop 2pm-3pm


	Homework



	Homework is sent home on Fridays and due in on Thursdays. There will be a mixture of maths, grammar and spellings to complete over the course of the half term. 

We are really focusing on reading this year, please ensure you read at least 3 times at home with your child and record it in your child’s journal. I have been giving out weekly prizes for children who have been reading 3 times or more!

PE 
Tuesdays - Indoor
Wednesdays - Outdoor
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