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	What is my child learning in Year 5…
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	School Values 
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	Our Gospel value in school this half term is Forgiveness. In Year 5, we will be teaching the children about forgiveness and encouraging them to ask for forgiveness for their mistakes and also to forgive others. We will discuss stories from the Bible of forgiveness such as the Prodigal Son and think about how we can learn from these and apply them to everyday life in school.

	RE
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	In RE this half term, Year 5’s topic is Belief and modern values Are Sikh stories important today? (Sikhism)
Following on from our topic in Autumn term, the children in Year 5 will be continuing to learn about the Sikh religion and making comparisons with Christianity. They will be learning stories from the Guru Granth Sahib (the holy book of Sikhism) and about the teachings of Guru Nanak.

	English
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	Book focus: 
This term in English, our core class text will be Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. This powerful and engaging novel follows a young boy, Michael, who is washed up on a remote island after falling from his parents’ yacht. Believing he is alone, Michael soon discovers the island is shared with Kensuke, a mysterious Japanese man. The story explores themes of survival, friendship, courage and respect for others.
Using this text, pupils will develop their reading, writing and discussion skills through a range of activities. Our main writing units will include a balanced argument, where children will explore the key question “Should Michael and his family give up everything to sail around the world?” Pupils will learn how to present arguments for and against, using evidence and persuasive language.
Children will also write a ship’s log diary entry, allowing them to write in role as Michael, using descriptive language to convey thoughts, feelings and events from the voyage. Throughout the unit, we will focus on improving vocabulary, sentence structure and editing skills, while encouraging thoughtful responses to the text.

	Reading
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	In reading, Year 5 will be using our class text to further a number of skills including their knowledge of:

· Vocabulary – Looking at what the word means.
· Inference – Use clues in the text to help you.
· Predicting – What may happen next?
· Retrieval – Finding facts and key details.
· Sequencing – Putting events in order
· Summarising- Finding the main points.
· Comparing/ Contrasting- commentating on what is happening and discussing the content.

We will also be continuing with our SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time), a 20 minute reading session for each year group which will take place in our new school library. This has already become a cherished and, for many, favourite part of the week.  

	Maths
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	In maths, Year 5 will be covering the following topics:
· Fractions (finding equivalent fractions, converting fractions from improper fractions to mixed numbers, and adding and subtracting fractions).
· Multiplication and Division (multiplying up to a 4 digit number by a 2 digit number using a formal written method and using short division to divide up to 4 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers).

We will also be completing Fluent in 5 every afternoon for 5 minutes after lunch. Our Key Instant Recall fact topic of the half term is ‘ Recognising
equivalent fractions and decimals.’
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	Year 5’s topic in Science will be Properties of Materials (chemistry).
They will be learning about the properties of different materials including magnetism, electrical conductivity as well as heat insulation. They’ll find out the uses of everyday materials such as plastic, wood and metal.

	History
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	In History this half term, Year 5’s topic is ‘How did the Maya civilisation compare to the Anglo-Saxons?’
We will explore who the Maya people were, when and where in the world they lived and the reasons why they were so successful, particularly in the Classic period. We will move on to discovering how we know about the Maya people, their beliefs and the hierarchy system that was in place in society and the important inventions that they made, especially in farming. We will finish with a comparison between the Ancient Maya Civilisation and Anglo Saxon Britain, with a focus on the similarities and differences between the Maya City States and the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms; drawing on the archaeological evidence available to us.
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	Sculpture and 3D
Make sculptures that are 3D
Explain in simple terms the difference between 2D and 3D art.
Combine shapes together to make an interesting free-standing sculpture.
Learn how to shape materials in more than one way (e.g. by folding and rolling).
Choose appropriate methods for joining elements in their sculptures.


	Computing
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	In computing, Year 5’s topic is Creating media – Video production.
· To know what a video is and different filming techniques.
· To use a storyboard.
· To plan a video.
· To be able to import and embed a video.
· To evaluate a final product


	French
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	Shopping in France
Recognise number words in written form.
Correctly build and pronounce two-digit numbers that have been generated randomly.
Recall vocabulary by matching the correct pictures to the appropriate words.
Join in with a story, using gestures and key vocabulary.
Correctly sort word-cards by gender and apply the appropriate article.
Highlight a range of known and easily recognisable vocabulary in a text.

	PE
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	 Badminton
Serving, attacking principles, underarm return, overhead forearm, skills and tactics, badminton rules.
	Basketball
Develop movement skills and ways to move the ball, communicating with team and moving into space, defending an opponent, shooting, passing and dribbling.
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	South and West Africa music
· Sing using the correct pronunciation and with increasing confidence.
· Play a chord with two notes, remaining in time.
· Maintain their part in a performance with accuracy.
· Play the more complicated rhythms in time and with rests.
· Create an eight beat break and play this in the correct place.

	PSHE
[image: Image result for pshe]

	PSHRE- Dreams and Goals
Personal learning goals, in and out of school, Success criteria, Emotions in success, Making a difference in the world, Motivation, Recognising achievements, Compliments.
Due to our work in the last academic year, we are proud to have obtained the ‘Bronze award’ as a UNICEF Rights Respecting School.  We are now aiming to further our understanding of the UN rights of a child by embedding these into our curriculum. This will continue during Spring 1. 

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
· Year 5 STEM day at the Kings – Wednesday 14th January 2026.
· Year 5 Author visit – Thursday 15th January 2026 (pm)
· Safe and sound workshop – Newcastle under Lyme fire station – Thursday 5th February 2025.
· Library visit – Thursday 12th February 2026


	Homework



	In year 5, we will be sending weekly homework which will focus on Maths arithmetic practice in order to consolidate their learning at home. It will be handed out on a Friday afternoon and is expected to be completed and returned by Wednesday the following week. 
The children are also encouraged to continue playing Times Tables Rockstars at home 3 times a week as well as reading 3-5 times a week too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Please make a note if your child has finished their book and needs to change it so that we are able to do so. 
Thank you for your support with completing your child’s homework. 
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