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	School Values 
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	Our Gospel value in school this half term is thankfulness. In Year 4, we will be exploring how the value of thankfulness is shown in the world around us and how we can express gratitude in our daily lives. We will learn story of ‘Jonah’ 2:8-9 NIV and the importance this story shows of giving thanks.  We will then apply it to our own lives. We will learn about the importance of being thankful for the beauty of creation and the blessings we receive. 

	RE
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	In RE this half term, Year 4 will be learning about Buddhism; our big question is. "Is it possible for everyone to be happy?" 

We will discuss how Buddhists believe that true happiness comes from understanding the nature of suffering and following the Eightfold Path. We will reflect on how these teachings can help people find peace and contentment in their lives and compare it to how Christians look at happiness.

	English
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	Book focus: 
In English this half term, we will be focusing on a new book, Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White. This much-loved story follows the friendship between a young pig named Wilbur and a wise, caring spider named Charlotte. The children will be captivated by the heart-warming themes of friendship, kindness and loyalty, and I know they will enjoy exploring the rich farm setting and its memorable characters. It’s a wonderful story that will inspire thoughtful discussions and creative writing!

This half term in writing, the children will focus on enhancing their use of language devices to connect and develop their ideas. They will begin by writing a detailed character description, using subordinate clauses, prepositional phrases, adverbials, and conjunctions to bring their characters to life. Following this, they will write a diary entry from the perspective of a character, allowing them to explore the character's thoughts and feelings in depth. 


	Reading
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	This half term in reading, we will use our class text to focus on deepening and embedding our reading skills. We will continue to build on our knowledge of:

· Vocabulary – Looking at what the word means.
· Inference – Use clues in the text to help you.
· Predicting – What may happen next?
· Retrieval – Finding facts and key details.
· Sequencing – Putting events in order
· Summarising- Finding the main points.
· Comparing/ Contrasting- commentating on what is happening and discussing the content.

We will also be visiting our new refurbished library where we will introduce our SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time) session.


	Maths
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	In maths this half term, Year 4 will cover the following topics:
· Place Value- recognising, partitioning and using numbers up to 10,000
· Addition and Subtraction- developing mental and written methods to add, subtract and check answers for 4digit equations.
We will also be completing Fluent in 5 every afternoon for 5 minutes after lunch. This is a new initiative this year at St Thomas’ which will help the children to build on their arithmetic skills and ability to use mental methods as well as written calculations in a timely, efficient manner. 
Our Key Instant Recall fact topic of the half term is ‘Number bonds to 100.’
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	This half term in science, we will focus on:
· Group and Classify Living Things: Learning how to sort and classify different types of plants and animals based on their characteristics.
· Data Collection: Developing skills to gather, record, and interpret scientific data.
· States of Matter: Exploring the properties of solids, liquids, and gases, and understanding how they change from one state to another.
The children will engage in hands-on activities to classify various living things, conduct experiments to collect and analyse data, and explore different states of matter through practical experiments.

	History
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	What was life like for the Anglo-Saxons?

Our topic for the half term is “What was life like for the Anglo-Saxons?” We will explore the daily lives of the Anglo-Saxons, including their homes, clothing, farming, and beliefs. The children will learn about Anglo-Saxon villages, the role of kings and warriors, and the importance of storytelling and craftsmanship. Through a variety of activities, we will uncover how the Anglo-Saxons lived, how they shaped early Britain, and what their legacy can still teach us today.

	[image: C:\Users\teacher\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\6DE4491E.tmp]D&T
	This term, our art lessons will be an exciting exploration the Anglo-Saxons. This unit will explore the artistic legacy of the Anglo-Saxons through their artifacts, symbols and cultural storytelling, Pupils will create a series of artwork inspired by Anglo-Saxon pattern, metalwork, illuminated lettering and mythology.

	Computing
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	In computing this half term, we will focus on:
· Online Safety: Learning how to stay safe online, including understanding privacy, responsible behaviour, and how to protect personal information.
· Coding: Developing basic coding skills by creating simple programs and games using block-based coding languages.
· Hardware Investigators: Exploring the different parts of a computer and understanding how hardware components work together.
The children will engage in activities that teach them about online safety, give them hands-on experience with coding, and allow them to investigate and understand computer hardware.

	French
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	This half term, we will focus on portraits and describing people in French. The children will learn how to use adjectives correctly, understanding that they change depending on whether they describe a boy or a girl. They will practice identifying people from descriptions of hair and eye colour, placing adjectives in the correct order after nouns, and composing spoken sentences to describe friends. Through these activities, the children will enhance their ability to describe characters and create detailed portraits in French.

	PE
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	This half term in PE, we will focus on invasion games and dance. In football, the children will learn about overloading—using more players in specific areas to create advantages and improve their gameplay. They will practice applying this strategy to enhance their performance. In dance, the focus will be on how coordination can improve their routines. The children will develop their ability to move with precision and rhythm, boosting their overall performance. Through these activities, they will build key skills in both football and dance.
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	This half term, we will be exploring body percussion with a rainforest theme. We will learn how to create rhythms and sounds using our bodies, listen to examples of rhythmic patterns, and compose, play, and perform our own rainforest-inspired pieces. Along the way, we will focus on key musical elements such as pulse, rhythm, and dynamics.

	PSHE
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	In PSHE this half term, we will be looking at the topic ‘Being me in my world.’
We will be looking at:
· Recognising self-worth and our achievements.
· Challenges and how to approach them.
· Developing a Growth mindset.
· The importance of rights, responsibilities and how our actions can impact on others.
· How to consider other people’s feelings and perspectives.
Due to our work in the last academic year, we are proud to have obtained the ‘Bronze award’ as a UNICEF Rights Respecting School.  We are now aiming to further our understanding of the UN rights of a child by embedding these into our curriculum.  We will be starting by ensuring our PSHE lessons mirror these and allow for our children to understand what their rights are.  We will be starting with ‘Article 28’ with all of our children understanding that they have the right to an education.

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
26th September - Macmillan Coffee morning
7th Oct - School Photographs.
Friday 10th October – No worship or coffee morning today
Monday 13th October 2pm-3:15pm – Year 4 SHINE workshop
Friday 5th December – Year 4 coffee morning
Friday 12th December – Eco and school council
Friday 19th December – Everyone welcome – end of term coffee and mince pies
Tuesday 3rd March 2pm-3pm – Year 4 inspire session at the church

	Homework



	In Year 4, we will be sending weekly maths homework which will focus on a key skill that we have covered that week.  It will be handed out on a Friday and is expected to be completed and returned to school by the Friday the following week.
Spellings will be sent home on a Friday and be tested the following Friday.
The children are also encouraged to continue playing Times Tables Rockstars at home at least 3 times a week as well as reading 3-5 times a week too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Please make a note if your child has finished their book and needs to change it so that we are able to do so. 
Thank you for your support with completing your child’s homework.
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