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Autumn 2  2025

	What is my child learning in Year 5…
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	School Values 
[image: ]



	Our Gospel value in school this half term is Fairness. In Year 5, we will be reading stories from the Bible such as when Jesus meets Zacchaeus and reflecting on what we can learn from this to put into practice in our own lives. Through our class worships, RE and PSHE lessons, as well as generally throughout the school day, we will be modelling what fairness looks like to the children and encouraging them to treat everybody as they would like to be treated. 

	RE
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[image: C:\Users\teacher\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\87479337.tmp]
	In RE this half term, Year 5’s key question is ‘Was Jesus the Messiah?’ 
The children will begin by thinking about what exactly ‘Messiah’ means and what the qualities of an effective leader are. They will then begin to learn about the Big Story of the Bible and about what the Jewish people hoped for and believed would happen in the Old Testament. Finally, we will be linking what we’ve learned to Christmas and the birth of Jesus Christ, thinking about how Jesus was born to save us all. 


	English
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	Book focus: 
We will continue looking at our text “The Boy in the Tower”. The children will get be writing their own narrative based on a disaster that they have thought about. They will bring their disaster to life in the same style of writing as Polly Ho-Yen.

We will then move our focus onto Lara Albanese – Space Maps: Your tour of the Universe, a fantastic non-fiction text filled with colourful pictures, diagrams and maps of space. We will be using the text as a model for our writing as well as gathering lots of information during our Science lessons. 

In writing, Year 5 will be writing non-chronological reports in the style of our class text. They will also be writing persuasive leaflets, encouraging somebody to move to the Alps, linking with our Geography unit of work. 
The children will be working on their cohesive devices in writing such as fronted adverbials, use of subordinate conjunctions and continuing their learning of relative clauses and parenthesis. 

	Reading
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	In reading, Year 5 will be using our class text to further a number of skills including their knowledge of:

· Vocabulary – Looking at what the word means.
· Inference – Use clues in the text to help you.
· Predicting – What may happen next?
· Retrieval – Finding facts and key details.
· Sequencing – Putting events in order
· Summarising- Finding the main points.
· Comparing/ Contrasting- commentating on what is happening and discussing the content.

We will also be continuing with our SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time), a 20 minute reading session for each year group which will take place in our new school library. This has already become a cherished and, for many, favourite part of the week.  

	Maths
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	In maths, Year 5 will be covering the following topics:
· Multiplication and Division (finding factors, multiples, prime, square and cube numbers and multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, and 1000).
· Fractions (finding equivalent fractions, converting fractions from improper fractions to mixed numbers, and adding and subtracting fractions).

We will also be completing Fluent in 5 every afternoon for 5 minutes after lunch. Our Key Instant Recall fact topic of the half term is ‘Recognising Prime Numbers up to 20.’
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	Year 5 will be starting to learn about Earth and Space in Science in Autumn 2. We will begin by learning about the Solar System and learning the names and order of the planets. We will continue learning about the planets and their orbit around the Sun in space. 
Finally, we will learn about the Earth’s rotation and tilt accounting for day, night and the seasons. 


	Geography
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	In Geography this half term, Year 5’s topic is ‘What is life like in the Alps?’
The children will be:
Considering the climate of mountain ranges and why people choose to visit the Alps; focusing on Innsbruck and looking at the human and physical features that attract tourists; investigating tourism in the local area and mapping recreational land use; presenting findings to compare the Alps to the children’s own locality of Kidsgrove and Stoke-on-Trent.
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	Retrofuturism
· Understand and explain what retrofuturism is.
· Participate in discussions and offer ideas.
· Evaluate images using simple responses, sometimes using formal elements to extend ideas.
· Provide plausible suggestions for how a piece was created.
· Comfortably use different stimuli to draw from.
· Use past knowledge and experience to explore a range of drawing processes.
· Select and place textures to create a collagraph plate, applying an understanding of the material, which may be supported by testing.
· Create a selection of drawings and visual notes that demonstrate their ideas using sketchbooks.
· Generate a clear composition idea for a final piece that shows how it will be drawn.
· Apply confident skills to make an effective collagraph print.
· Independently select tools and drawing techniques, with some guidance.
· Demonstrate growing independence, discussing ways to improve work.

	Computing
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	In computing, we will be beginning our Coding topic. 
· To begin to simplify code.
· To create a playable game.
· To understand what a simulation is.
· To program a simulation using 2Code.
· To know what decomposition and abstraction are in computer science.
· To a take a real-life situation, decompose it and think about the level of abstraction.
· To understand how to use friction in code.
· To begin to understand what a function is and how functions work in code.
· To understand what the different variables types are and how they are used differently.
· To understand how to create a string.
· To understand what concatenation is and how it works.

	French
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	Space Exploration 
Developing listening and language detective skills through a space theme; using figurative language and developing sentence structure by adding adjectives and prepositions; making simple adjectival comparisons.

	PE
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	In PE, Year 5 will be focusing on Hockey and Gymnastics. 
In Hockey, the children will be learning to control, pass and receive the ball. 
In Gymnastics, pupils will learn a variety of balances, transitions and rolls and will compose their own  routines to perform to the rest of the class. 
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	Blues
Children are introduced to this famous genre of music and its history, and learn to identify the key features and mood of Blues music and its importance and purpose. They also get to grips with the 12-bar Blues and the Blues scale, and combine these to create an improvised piece with a familiar, repetitive backing.

	PSHE
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	PSHRE- Celebrating Differences
· Accept that everyone is different
· Include others when working and playing
· Know how to help if someone is being bullied
· Try to solve problems
· Try to use kind words
· Know how to give and receive compliments
Due to our work in the last academic year, we are proud to have obtained the ‘Bronze award’ as a UNICEF Rights Respecting School.  We are now aiming to further our understanding of the UN rights of a child by embedding these into our curriculum. This will continue during Autumn 2. 

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
· Friday 7th November – Non uniform day for PSA Christmas Fayre – bring a bottle donation. 
· Tuesday 11th November – Non uniform day for PSA Christmas Fayre – bring chocolate donation.
· Friday 14th November – INSET day (School closed to children)
· Wednesday 19th November – Flu immunisations
· Friday 21st November – PSA Christmas Fayre (5:30pm start). 
· Tuesday 25th November – Year 5 INSPIRE session @ St Thomas’ Church. 2pm start. 
· Friday 28th November 9.30am – Sip and Support drop in session
· Wednesday 17th December at 6pm - KS2 only – Christmas Carol Service at St Thomas Church.   
· Thursday 18th December - Christmas dinner. 
· Friday 20th December – Pantomime visiting school – Aladdin. N-Y6



	Homework



	In year 5, we will be sending weekly homework which will focus on Maths arithmetic practice in order to consolidate their learning at home. It will be handed out on a Friday afternoon and is expected to be completed and returned by Wednesday the following week. 
The children are also encouraged to continue playing Times Tables Rockstars at home 3 times a week as well as reading 3-5 times a week too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Please make a note if your child has finished their book and needs to change it so that we are able to do so. 
Thank you for your support with completing your child’s homework. 
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