Dear Parents,

It was so lovely to welcome so many of you to our
Macmillan coffee morning this morning. Thank you to
everyone for your donations, it is very much
appreciated and helps towards a very special cause.

Within this newsletter there are important dates and
details including special Christmas events. Please make
a note of key dates that are relevant to your children.

As we are now half way through Autumn 1, it is fantastic
to see children wearing their uniform with pride, turning
up school ready and engaging so well with their
learning.

Have a lovely weekend,
Mrs Pierpoint

Friday 26" September 2025
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‘Learning for life with Jesus’

Dates for your diary:

Maon 15™ Sept

Year 6 visiting The Kings fo wotch Shakespeore Rocks!

Tues 23 Sept

K52 Rood safety day

Tues 23" Sept

Year O visiting The Kings - Mational coding week

Fri 26™ Sept

Macmillan coffee morning Som

Tues 30™ Sept Year & visiting The Kings - Science shaw

Tues 30™ Sept School streets event

Fri 3™ Oct Mational Poetry Day workshops

Tues 7™ Oct Tempest Photography - Individual and group photos
Tues 7" Oct Reception phenics information evening Gpm

Mon 13™ QOet Timedsport swimming poel arrives (Info to follow)
Mon 13™ Qet - Year & Standon Bowers residential

Wed 15™ Oct

Maon 20™ Qct Parents evening 15:30 - 18:30 Appaintment onky
Tues 21" Oct Parents evening 13:30 - 18:30 Appaointment onky
Wed 22™ Oct P5A Glow disco 5:45-6:43 Rec, Y1 Y2 _T-8pm ¥3.4.5.6
Fri 24™ Qet School closes for half term

Half term Mon 27™ Oct - Fri 315 Oct

Man 3™ Nov School reopens for staff and children

Maon 3™ Mow Reception and Y6 height and weight checks
Tues 4™ Mov Vizit from Author Alon Blank

Maon 10™ Mav Barclays roadshow - Year 3 and 4

Tues 117 Mov Year 6 cutdoor learning day - WW2

Fri 14™ Mov IMSET DAY - School closed for children
Fri 215" Mow Year ¢ visit o Ford Green Hall

Wed 10™ Dec k.51 Mativity 1:30pm

Thurs 11™ Dec K51 Mativity 3:30pm

Maon 15™ Dec EYFS Mativity 2pm

Wed 17™ Dec EYFS Mativity 9:30am

Wed 17" Dec K52 Carol service at 5t Thomas' Church Gpm
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We would warmly like to invite parents and
carers inte school to learn alongside your child
Following The success of our SHIMNES we would

like 1o haunch our Autumn term SHIME
workshops - all of our cutumn terms events will
have a UNLCEF - Rights Respecting Schoals
Focus

Please come wnta school for a fun filled and
creative afternoon, where you can work
alongside your child and learn new skills, This is
also an epportunity to leok at the dif ferent
areas of our Rights Respecting Schools and how
we Tesch and use this in scheal,

All of these sessions will start at 2:00pm
and finish at 3:15pm. All sessions will ba
held in schoal,

Dotes:

Monday 22™ September Year &
Monday 6™ October Year 2
Monday 13™ October Year 4
Monday 20™ October Year 5

TUESDAY 11™ Movember Yiear 3
Monday 17™ November Year 1

Monday 24™ Neovember Recepton
snday 1 December Mursery
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lnspire sessions at St Thowmas' Church.

2:00pm - 3:00pm at S5t Thomas' Church  We are really delighted 1o be continung 10 work alongdide Reverend

Dotes: Baker from 5t Thomas' church, We want to support children in their
Tuesday 4™ November Year 3 speritual development and continue Learning for Lifie with Jesus
Tuesday 25™ November Year 5
Tuesdoy 27 January Year & Following the great success of our Inspere workshops last yeor, each
Tuesday 3™ March Year 4 class will be spending an af terncon at 5t Thomas' to deepen their
Tuesday 28 April Year 2 sparitual understanding and engoge in fun croft-based activities around
Tuesday 23~ June Year 1 scripture lead by Reverend Baker and their class teacher,
Tuesday 7 July Mursery ¢
4 Reception together mn schoel We would love parents/ corers/ grandparents
to join us for our Inspire workshop. Please come
and work alongside us as we follow Jesus' path,




‘Learning for life with Jesus’

Friday worship § coffee
w Mrwi‘w f'.?{.ﬁ--ns'

Every Fridey morning at $am we have a worshep m school led
by Reverend Lain or Tom from 5t Thomas' Church. 'We warmly
inwite all parents/grandparents/ carers/ parish members to

Join ug every week

Each week a different class or scheol group will alse be joining
the coffee morning to show you some of their kearning and
share things they are proud of,

Everyone i3 welcome to every worship and cof fee morning - we
hope 10 See everyong soon

Dates: Awhemn 1

Friday 12" Sept Everyone welcome - start of new term

Friday 19" Sept Year 3

Friday 26™ Sept  Pupsl leaders leading MacMillion Cof fee
Morrung

Friday 3™ Oct Year 5

Fraday 10 Oct Mo Worship and Cof fee morming today
Friday 17 Oct Reception
Friday 24™ Oct Year &

Dotes: Autumn 2

Friday 7™ MNov Year 1

Friday 147 Nowv I T DAY

Friday 21" Mov Mursery

Friday 28™ Mov Yeor 2

Friday 5% Dec Yeaor 4

Friday 12™ Dec Eco and Schoal Council

Friday 19 Dec Everyone welcome - end of term_ coffee

and mince pies

\



Term dates 2025/2026

Autumn Term 2025

INSET DAYS Monday 15! and Tuesday 2" September 2025
Autumn Term One  Wednesday 3¢ September — Friday 24" October 2025
Half Term Monday 27" October 2025~ Friday 31t October 2025

Autumn Term Two  Monday 4™ November 2025 - Friday 19'" December2025
INSET DAY Friday 14" November 2025

Holiday Monday 22" December 2025 — Friday 2"d January 2026

Spring Term 2026

Spring Term One Monday 5" January 2026 - Friday 13'" February 2026
Half Term Monday 16 February - Friday 20" February 2026
INSET Monday 23" February 2026

Spring Term Two Monday 23™ February 2026 - Friday 27" March 2026

INSET Friday 20" March 2026

Holiday Monday 30" March 2026 - Friday 10™ April 2026




Term dates 2025/2026

Summer Term 2026

Summer term one  Monday 13 April 2026 - Friday 22" May 2026
May Day Monday 4" May 2026

Half Term Monday 25" May 2026 - Friday 29'" May 2026
Summer term two  Monday 1% June 2026 - Friday 17" July 2026
INSET DAY Monday 20t July 2026 (Twilights)

Summer Holiday Tuesday 215! July 2026 — Monday 315! August 2026

(2026/2027 academic year commences on Tuesday 15! September 2026)
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thrlstmas at St Thomas

You are warmly invited to celebrate with us
Wednesday 10™ December
KS1 Nativity 13:30

Thursday 11* Dec
KS1 Nativity 17:30

Monday 15" Dec
EYFS Nativity 2pm

Wednesday 17" Dec
EYFS Nativity 9:30am
KS2 Carol Service at St Thomas’ Church

6pm
ia 4 g e
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Thank you for joining us today for
the Macmillan coffee morning.
Your generosity is very much
appreciated.

WORLD'S BIGGEST =

COFFEE,

MORNING

y_ MACMILLAN
| 7 CANCER SUPPORT




Autumn term parents evenings will be Monday
20th and Tuesday 21st October. Appointments will
be available between 3:30 and 6:45pm.

We will be following the same format as last year
with longer appointments over 2 evenings. School
will again be open for you to walk around and
books available in the classrooms.

Appointments will be bookable via Arbor and
these will go live at 8pm on Thursday 2nd October.




KS2 Road Safety

Children in KS2 had lots of fun on
Tuesday learning how to cross the road
safely as part of the Stepping Out
programme. They had a chat in class
about the rules of the road and how to
stay safe. They then went out and
practiced how to cross the road in
different places near the school and
what to do in different scenarios.




Year 6 visit The Kings
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Safer streets for our
children!

We're excited to be taking part in a School
Streets trial on Tuesday 30th September,

supported by Staffordshire County Council.
This initiative aims to make the roads

around school safer and less congested by
temporarily restricting vehicle access to

Poplar Drive and Tilstone Close during key
times: 8:15-10:00am and 2:00-3:45pm. A
letter with full details has been sent out.

Please contact the school office if you'd like

more information. Let's work together to
create a calmer, healthier environment at

drop-off and pick-up!




Stronger
Startse



Sip and support drop
ins

St Thomas’ now offer droplin'sessions.in
school wihere parents andicaiersican
speak to our Education Mental Health

Practitioner about any concerns or
questions they have. This may include
_questions around diet, sleep, routines,

mental health'and support services
available.

When:

Fri 3" Oct 09:30am
Fri 28" Nov 09:30am "
Fri 9" Jan 09:30am =

Hannah will'be available in the Haven for
a chat during the coffee morning on the
above dates. Everyone welcome!
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Your Enchanted Adventure

Reception parents are warmly
Invited to a phonics
information evening on:

Tuesday 7" October 6pm
Please join us to find out more

about your child’s phonics
learning journey!
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE NEXT FANTASTIC
PSA EVENT! o

Wednesday 22" October

/S" Reception, Year1 &2 (ﬁ

+

< 5:45-6:45
Year 3,4,5,6 2
7-8pm

More detalls to follow!

T
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. FREE SCHOOL
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. Could you be for eligible for free school meals? We would
encourage all eligible parents to apply, even if your child
. isin reception/ year 1/ year 2 or prefers to bring a packed :
" lunch. By applying, not only could your child receive a |
free meal every day, but the school also receives
additional funding.

To check if you are eligible or to apply please follow this
' link |
hitps:/iwww.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/ed

ucational-awards-
benefits/freeschoolmeals/apply-online.aspx

________________________________________________________________________________




Our PSA needs new members to be the best it can be
for the children at our school...
Can you spare some time to see what it's all about?

You don't need to be a part of every event, volunteer
as much or as little as works for you & your family.

Join our facebook page for more info

https://www.facebook.com/share/197nL3fwmW/?
mibextid=wwXIfr

Together we are better

Can you help?

) 0,
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You should check your children's hair regularly, ‘
ideally once a week - a good way to remember v
this is ONCE A WEEK, TAKE A PEEK f

HowDoYouFind SizingUp
Head Lice? Head Lice:

To diagnose a case of head lice you need to Head lice range in size

find them alive.This is when you need to use from a full stop to a sesame seed. 3

a treatment. They mowve fast and are small -

J | i

so they can be hard to find!
Actual size in stages of growth.

IXEEEEEEE R
WheretoPeek : Whatto Peek for

* Close to the sca
Ip * Adult lice are 2-4 mm long

Immature lice ara even smaller

« Behind the ears

* The back of the neck * Live lice remain close to the scalp

* Nits are dead or empty egg shells -
simply remove these by
hand or by com bing

* The top of the head

* Under the ﬁfinge

How to Check

* Checking for head lice shouldn't be considered a big deal,
it is just a normal part of a family's personal hygiene routine
like brushing teeth or washing hair

Advertisement

* It is best to check for head lice using a comb made for the
purpose, ideally white so they can be easily seen and with
teeth no more than 0.3mm apart in order to trap head lice

The Hedrin Head Lice Detection
Comb is ideal for effective checking.

* Combing through the hair when wet, or after applying a
conditioner, may make the process more comfortable

* Good lighting is important and so is comfort




ashamed about.

TRERT

If you find live lice, firstly, don"t worry. Head lice are a normal

part of life and are nothing to be embarrassed, panicked or

How to get rid of head lice?

There are FOUR types of head lice treatment:
* Mon-pesticide treatments
Pesticide lotions and liguids

* Wet combing with conditioner
* Alternative treatments

H“H'FES““'“E treatments work in a different

way from conventional pesticide treatments. They
kill the lice by coating and either stripping away
their waxy coating, causing them to dehydrate or
blocking the opening to their air tubes, disrupting
their ability to manage water. These physical
miode of actions mean there is theoretically no
chance for the lice to build up a resistance. There
are three main active ingredients currently in use,
dimeticone, isopropyl and activdiol.

FEE“[:"IE based treatments have been around
for many years but there is now evidence that
head lice already have, and continue to, develop
resistance to some of them. There are two main
types which work by poisoning the lice but
evidence suggests that levels of resistance to
these treatments are rising.

WEI' IHIMEIIIE removes lice and nits but does

take time and patience to ensure a thorough job is
done. It's quite easy to miss a few and needs to be
done twice a week for at least two weeks.

ALTERNATIVE TREATMENTS and herbal

options are available - although their
effectiveness varies.

Go to your local pharmacy for information and advice on which treatment is right for you.

Applying treatment

* Treatment should only be applied if a living,
moving louse is found - never ‘just in case’

* When applying treatment, cover the full

length of hair and ensure treatment is left
on for the recommended time - following
on-pack instructions carefully

* Keep lotion out of eyes and off the face -
do not use the hair dryer and keep away
from flames, stoves, cigarettes and other
sources of heat
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Fairtrade Fortnight

How does Fairtrade work?

Fairtrade makes sure that farmers and workers have a
say in important decisions that affect them.

Fairtrade sets a minimum price for things like tea,
coffee, and chocolate. This helps

make sure farmers get paid fairly, even if prices go up

and down.

The Fairtrade Premium is extra money that farmers and
workers can use to help their community, protect the
environment, or improve their businesses.

Fairtrade has strong rules to help farmers and workers
take care of their land, health,and jobs.

RIGHTS
RESPECTING
SCHOOLS

unicef &

UNITED KINGDOM

PROTECTION FROM -
HARMFUL WORK




Dear Lord,

Give us courage to challenge unfair
trade rules and pray for those who
have the power to make far reaching
decisions affecting the world's poor.
As we eat and drink, help us to pray
for those who have laboured to bring
the food to our table.

Amen




