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	What is my child learning in Year 5…
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	School Values 
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	Our Gospel value in school this half term is Thankfulness. In Year 5, we will be reading stories from the Bible such as Jonah and the Whale and Feeing the Five Thousand, and we will discuss how Jonah and Jesus gave thanks to God. Through our class worships and discussions, we will share and model giving thanks to God and praising Him for all that he provides for us: our good health, our wonderful world, and the brilliant opportunities for learning and fun at school!

	RE
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In RE this half term, Year 5 will be learning about Sikhism; our topic is ‘Belief into action: How far would a Sikh go for his/her religion?’ 
We will be learning about commitments, thinking about the commitments we make in our own lives and comparing them to the commitments that Sikhs make to their religion. Year 5 will learn about the 5 K’s and why they are important to Sikhs. As always, we will be comparing Sikhism with Christianity and thinking about the similarities and differences between the religions. 

	English
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	Book focus: 
In English, we are focusing on ‘The boy in the tower?’ by Polly Ho-Yen. The story follows Ade, a boy who lives high up in a tower block. When mysterious plants begin to spread across the city, people start to leave, but Ade and his mum remain behind. Ade must face the challenges of caring for his mum, who is struggling with her health, while trying to make sense of the strange events outside.
Our writing outcome will be to create a short informal letter from Ade, asking for help for his mum. The children will focus on learning the key skills needed to write an effective letter, such as using the correct structure, choosing an appropriate tone, and providing clear details. They will also use inference skills to explore Ade’s thoughts and feelings, helping them to understand why he might feel the need to reach out for help.



	Reading
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	In reading, Year 5 will be using our class text to further a number of skills including their knowledge of:

· Vocabulary – Looking at what the word means.
· Inference – Use clues in the text to help you.
· Predicting – What may happen next?
· Retrieval – Finding facts and key details.
· Sequencing – Putting events in order
· Summarising- Finding the main points.
· Comparing/ Contrasting- commentating on what is happening and discussing the content.

At St Thomas’ this year, we are continuing SQUIRT (Silent/ Quiet Uninterrupted Independent Reading Time), a 20 minute reading session for each year group which will take place in our school library. I’m sure that the Year 5 children will love having this dedicated time to reading for pleasure in our new engaging environment. 

	Maths
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	In maths, Year 5 will be covering the following topics:
· Place value (read, write, compare and partition numbers to 1,000,000)
· Addition and subtraction (using mental and written methods to add and subtract numbers with greater than 4 digits)

We will also be completing Fluent in 5 every day for 5 minutes. This initiative which will help the children to build on their arithmetic skills and ability to use mental methods as well as written calculations in a timely, efficient manner. 
Our Key Instant Recall fact topic of the half term is ‘Finding factor pairs of a number.’
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	In science this half term, we will be starting our Forces topic, continuing and progressing the learning made in Year 3. 
We will be covering:
· Friction.
· Air resistance.
· Planning, investigating and evaluating a parachute experiment.
· Water resistance.
· Gravity.



	History
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	Our topic this half term is ‘What did the Victorians leave for us?’. We will explore what life was like in Victorian Britain, especially for children, and compare it to life today. The children will reflect on the legacy of the Victorians, from inventions to reforms, and think about how these connect to our Christian values of compassion, justice, and service. This will help the children to see how history shapes the present and encourages us to make thoughtful choices for the future.
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	Structures - Pavilions 
· Produce a range of free-standing frame structures of different shapes and sizes. 
· Design a pavilion that is strong, stable and aesthetically pleasing. 
· Select appropriate materials and construction techniques to create a stable, free-standing frame structure. 
· Select appropriate materials and techniques to add cladding to their pavilion.

	Computing
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	In computing, we will begin by learning about how to keep safe online for the first 3-4 weeks and then will move on to our coding topic. 
 

	French
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	French Monster pets
In French we will be reviewing noun gender, article-noun agreement and adjective placement while exploring monster and body part vocabulary; identifying key facts using cognates and other language detective skills; writing and presenting paragraphs about a ‘Fantastic French beast’ creation.

	PE
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	In PE, Year 5 will be improving their passing and receiving skills through Netball. Our topic big question is ‘How might you attack the opposition?’ 
We will develop our skills across the half term, building up to play a tournament of a netball style game, ‘interceptor’ in our final lesson. 
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	Our topic in music will be ‘Blues music’. We will focus on:
· Naming three key features of blues music.
· Singing in tune, using vocal expression to convey meaning.
· Explaining what a chord is and play the chord of C sixteen times.
· Playing the 12-bar blues correctly.
· Playing the notes of the blues scale in the correct order, ascending and descending.
· Playing a selection of blues scale notes out of order in their own improvisation.

	PSHE
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	PSHRE- Being me in my world
· Planning the forthcoming year 
· Being a citizen 
· Rights and responsibilities 
· Rewards and consequences 
· How behaviour affects groups democracy 
· Having a voice 
· Participating
Due to our work in the last academic year, we are proud to have obtained the ‘Bronze award’ as a UNICEF Rights Respecting School.  We are now aiming to further our understanding of the UN rights of a child by embedding these into our curriculum.  We will be starting by ensuring our PSHE lessons mirror these and allow for our children to understand what their rights are.  We will be starting with ‘Article 28’ with all of our children understanding that they have the right to an education.

	Key events for the half term
	Future dates to be aware of:
· Friday 12th September – Friday Worship and Coffee morning. Everyone welcome to come and celebrate the start of the new school year.
· Friday 3rd October – Year 5 Friday Worship and Coffee morning.
· Monday 20th October – Year 5 Shine workshop (2pm – 3.15pm) in the school hall.
· Friday 14th November – School INSET day. (School will be closed to all pupils)


	Homework



	In year 5, we will be sending weekly homework which will focus on either Maths, Reading or SPAG and will be related to what we have been working on in class that week, in order to consolidate their learning at home. It will be handed out on a Friday afternoon and is expected to be completed and returned by Wednesday the following week. 
We will also be sending home weekly spellings which we expect the children to practice 3 times a week in preparation for a spelling test the following Friday morning. 
The children are also encouraged to continue playing Times Tables Rockstars at home 3 times a week as well as reading 3-5 times a week too. Reading records should be signed by an adult to indicate that their child has read at home. Please make a note if your child has finished their book and needs to change it so that we are able to do so. 
Thank you for your support with completing your child’s homework. 
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